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An interactive project to encourage youths to speak Malay 
 
For Ms Masturah Maidin, 37, the language and stories from the community which have been 
passed down from one generation to another should not be lost to time because they contain 
valuable lessons and the essence of the community. 
  
However, when she saw that fewer youths spoke Malay at home or with friends, she was 
driven to create a safe space so that youths can use the language without fear of criticism. 
  
With her 15 years of experience in the field of design, she developed the intergenerational 
Malay heritage project, Speaking Selves, which connects youths with the elderly through 
interactive telephone booths and postcard mailboxes. 
  
According to the MA Design student at LASALLE College of the Arts, the project aims to 
encourage youths to interact with seniors in a relaxed manner. 
  
The project, which received funding from the SG Partnerships Fund under the Singapore 
Government Partnership Office (SGPO), ran for five weeks from the month of April at Tampines 
Primary School and Our Tampines Hub. 
  
As the recipient of the grant, Speaking Selves may receive funding of up to 100% of the eligible 
programme costs, subject to a maximum amount of $5,000. 
  
When interviewed by Berita Harian (BH), Masturah said many youths lack confidence in using 
Malay in daily conversations because they think too much about whether they have used the 
language correctly or not. 
  
“I want this project to involve the community by reducing the barriers to speaking Malay, so 
that people do not have to think too much every time they use the language,” she said. 
  
According to Masturah, since its launch, the project has recorded more than 800 phone calls 
and received more than 500 postcards. 
  
For the interactive phone booth, participants first listened to recordings of senior citizens 
sharing their life stories, memories and experiences through the phone booth before being 
given the opportunity to record their own responses. 
  
Meanwhile, the postcard mailbox allows participants to write questions, share experiences or 
get advice from senior citizens participating in the project. 
  
The postcards were then handed over by Masturah to the senior citizens involved for a reply. 
  
After that, the responses to the voice recordings and postcards were uploaded to the website, 
MalayMondays.com for the participants’ reference. 
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Malay Mondays is an online effort created by Masturah to explain Malay phrases and 
encourage people to speak Malay. 
  
“Speaking Selves is also a platform for youths to ask the questions that they have always 
wanted to ask their grandparents but have not had the opportunity to do so,” shared Ms 
Masturah. 
  
She hopes the project will encourage participants to communicate authentically and naturally. 
  
For now, the project is on a hiatus and is not on display. 
  
“I hope this project can be expanded to places like the Residents’ Committee (RC) to 
encourage conversations between the young and the elderly in the community,” she said. 
  
Ms Masturah is also working on producing guidelines for her project so that other bodies can 
also continue the effort in other areas or adapt it into other mother tongues.  
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