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Arts graduates engage communities to address real needs through co-created design

Good design should be people-centred. Through the BA (Hons) Design for Social Futures
programme at LASALLE College of the Arts, Delia Lee Ru Li came to understand that truly
living out this principle meant not just "designing for people" but "designing with people" —that
is, design practitioners co-creating solutions together with the communities they serve, to

collectively address pain points in everyday life.

Delia, 24, who is also among the inaugural BA (Hons) graduates of the University of the Arts
Singapore (UAS), received her BA (Hons) in Design for Social Futures on Friday, 7 August.

She had studied communication design at a polytechnic and went on to work in digital
marketing after graduating. However, she felt that the social media advertisements she
designed were "use and discard", and began thinking about how design could serve a more

lasting purpose.

When she learnt that LASALLE had launched the Design for Social Futures programme two
years ago, she signed up immediately. The programme's advocacy of cross-disciplinary
perspectives and the idea of using design to create social impact resonated with her. "At the
time, | felt | had no deep connection with the community. | wanted to use the programme to

change myself and improve the lives of others."

LASALLE also partnered with the National University Hospital to set up a Sustainable
Medicine Design Lab in conjunction with the programme, allowing students to propose
sustainable improvement solutions for the hospital. Delia conducted observations and
interviews at the hospital's ophthalmology clinic and designed accessible educational materials
to help patients understand eye health.
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She found that while patients placed great trust in their ophthalmologists, they did not always
understand the doctors' explanations of eye conditions or surgical procedures. She drew
inspiration from children's picture books, using bold visuals and three-dimensional illustrations
to communicate complex information. "The programme made me realise that it is especially
important for design practitioners to engage and interact directly with the community, so that
design solutions can truly meet people's needs."

Besides the UAS graduates, Friday's ceremony also conferred degrees on graduates from joint
programmes run by LASALLE and Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) with their respective
partner universities.

Also a graduate from LASALLE, Chua Joon See, Charmaine, 22 years old, received a Bachelor
of Arts (Honours) in Film from Goldsmiths, University of London.

Charmaine has a keen interest in exploring themes of family bonds. One day, she learnt from
her mother that her maternal grandfather had been a spirit medium during his lifetime and that
her mother regretted never having truly known him. This unexpected discovery inspired
Charmaine and together with her classmates, she explored themes of family ties, heritage and
identity through her graduation short film Mimicry. In an interview, she explained that the
Chinese title alludes to four universal emotional needs—to be seen, to be loved, to belong and
to be understood.

The short film, which weaves together Mandarin, Hokkien and English, tells the story of a
young woman who did not receive any love from her father. After his death, she discovered
that he had been a spirit medium and began to mimic the scenes of divine possession from his
ritual ceremonies, hoping to better understand and feel closer to him. Charmaine hopes the
film will explore the emotional connections between family members who have grown distant
from one another.

The film also serves as a documentation of local spirit medium culture. To accurately portray
this folk tradition, she visited several Taoist temples and consulted the people in charge. "I
don't want people to see spirit medium culture merely as a spectacle but to use the film to
explore the inner world and struggles of spirit mediums."
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