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Venturing in Bukit Brown cemetery to capture memories, LASALLE graduate showcases
the flavour of Kopi Sua

"Bukit Brown is a treasure trove of history and also an 'open-air museum'." This is how Li
Zhimo, 31, who came to Singapore from China seven years ago and studied broadcast media
at LASALLE College of the Arts, describes the local Chinese cemetery.

In 2024, through long conversations with the cemetery’s caretaker, Li Zhimo was drawn to the
Chinese history and traditional customs embedded in the burial ground. She and her team
spent three months making multiple visits to Bukit Brown, colloquially known as Kopi Sua.

With a familiar "Uncle, we're back again", the caretaker loaded these art students onto his lorry
and brought them into his everyday world. What the art students ultimately presented was a
small exhibition combining photography, documentary film, performance art and installation,
bringing part of Bukit Brown into the campus.

"I found three trunks belonging to Chinese migrants who travelled to Southeast Asia. The first
contained old letters, similar to the remittance letters featured in the film Love Letters to

Grandma (45 FT#E #9158 #); the second had clothes stained with the soil and scents of the

cemetery while inside the third trunk was a mirror, inviting the audience to discover that history
also reflects themselves." Li Zhimo said she even used her body as a medium, rolling down the
slopes of Bukit Brown dressed in white, and that garment became one of the exhibits.

LASALLE College of the Arts held its Diploma Convocation ceremony at the McNally Campus
on Friday, 14 August. Li Zhimo graduated from the Puttnam School of Film & Animation and
received the LASALLE Award for Academic Excellence.

"During my three years at LASALLE, my supervisors never told me what | shouldn't do but
always gave me more options instead." Li Zhimo has also continually been "stepping out",
from riding around the island on a motorcycle with her boyfriend, to exchanging ideas and
collaborating with local artists, weaving the details of everyday life into her creative repertoire.

She recently set up her own ink painting art space at Bras Basah Complex, naming it Ban Mo
Zhi Jian (between inks). "Art is something perfectly ordinary. | hope to make visiting exhibitions
as simple and commonplace as eating, drinking or going shopping for more people."

This year, 355 graduates from seven Schools received diplomas, with seven of them
recognised for outstanding results and awarded the LASALLE Award for Academic Excellence.
Heema lzzati Zainudin from the music programme received the inaugural Creative Future
Impact Award.

Heema, 19, began writing songs four years ago. Last year, she performed on the National Day
Parade stage, singing a song by local musician Charlie Lim, and released her debut album at
the end of the year. She will continue her studies at LASALLE College of the Arts.

Mayor of Central Singapore Denise Phua and East Coast GRC MP Hazlina Abdul Halim
attended the morning and afternoon graduation ceremonies respectively, presenting awards to
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the graduates. Both independently touched on the impact of artificial intelligence on art
students in their speeches.

Denise Phua told graduates: “Al can imitate style. It cannot replace lived experience, empathy
or moral judgement. The future will belong to those who combine technology with humanity
and that is their true advantage.

This year marks the first time that LASALLE College of the Arts held a standalone graduation
ceremony for its diploma programmes.
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