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Arts university sees growing admission demand, plans more places and new
programmes

UAS has received approximately 40% more applications this year than the previous year, with
applications for fine arts and design courses reaching about three times the available places.
LASALLE College of the Arts has seen an increase of approximately 32% in applications this
year compared to last year, with strong demand for courses such as music and arts
management.

Since its operation began two years ago, Singapore's first arts university has been opening up
development paths for young people passionate about music, fine arts and design, attracting
more students each year. This year, applications have increased by at least 30%. To meet
increased demand, the university plans to expand enrolment in some courses and launch new
programmes in the future.

The University of the Arts Singapore (UAS), founded on an alliance of Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts (NAFA) and LASALLE College of the Arts, had its first cohort of students enrol in
August 2024. UAS currently offers over 30 bachelor's and master's degree programmes with
over 1,000 students. As two independent institutions, NAFA and LASALLE continue to offer
courses in their respective campuses. Graduates will receive degrees awarded by the
University of the Arts Singapore.
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NAFA offers seven bachelor's and three master's degree programmes. Professor Chong Keng
Hua, Provost and Vice-President (Academic) of NAFA, told Lianhe Zaobao that applications
received this year have increased by about 40% compared to the previous year. Applicants
come from diverse backgrounds, including students from NAFA’s professional diploma
programmes, as well as students from polytechnics and junior colleges.

Popular bachelor's degree programmes include Fine Arts and Design Practice, with
applications approximately three times the available places.

The university plans to moderately increase enrolment, with an expected increase of
approximately 15% in 2026, including programmes such as Biophilic Design, Music and Design
Practice. The university also intends to launch new bachelor's and master’s programmes after
the 2026 academic year. Professor Chong said, "The courses give students the opportunity to
practice art in the industry, participate in real projects and showcase their work to the public.
Our collaborations with renowned institutions such as the Central Conservatory of Music in
Beijing, the University of the Arts London and the Royal Academy of Music also provide
students with a valuable global perspective on their learning experience. The increase in
enrolment reflects greater confidence that people are viewing arts as a long-term educational
and professional path."

LASALLE offers 16 bachelor’s programmes and nine master’s programmes. President,
Professor Venka Purushothaman, pointed out that applications this year are about 32% higher
than last year. Demand is particularly strong for bachelor's programmes such as BA (Hons)
Design for Social Futures, BA (Hons) Art Histories and Curatorial Practices: Asia and the World,
BA (Hons) Music and BA (Hons) Arts Management.

Young people enter UAS to pursue artistic dreams

He revealed that the College will launch a master’s programme in Cultural Analytics and
Artificial Intelligence in the 2027 academic year. This will be the first master’s programme in
Asia to combine data analytics with cultural and creative work.

He Yutong,19, a graduate of National Junior College, will enrol at NAFA under UAS in August
this year to study for a Bachelor of Music (Honours) degree, majoring in piano. This is a joint
programme with the Royal Academy of Music in the UK and will be open to A-Level and
polytechnic graduates starting this year. Having studied piano since childhood, He Yutong
enjoys playing music and constantly challenges herself. She participated in a guzheng
ensemble in primary school and a string orchestra in secondary school, choosing music as one
of her A-Level major (H2) subjects. In an interview, He Yutong said she was thrilled to learn
about the establishment of an arts university in Singapore and was fortunate to have
successfully enrolled in her desired course, giving her the opportunity to study at the Royal
Academy of Music in her third year.

She believes music is an indispensable part of life and schools are placing greater emphasis on
music education. Music teaching is one of her career options.
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Broader pathways for arts education
Two prospective university students go to UAS for further studies.

He Yutong said, “l have a passion for music and pursuing my interests gives me more
motivation at work. | hope UAS will open more doors of opportunity for me, including
performance opportunities. | also hope that the establishment of the university will encourage
more young people to pursue the arts they are interested in.”

Hong Jiayin, 20, another prospective university student attending NAFA, will be enrolling in the
biophilic design course. She is interested in architecture and interior design and just completed
a diploma in Experiential Product and Interior Design at Nanyang Polytechnic this year.

She began to focus on eco-friendly work during her secondary school years by participating in
a greening club. She said that few universities offer such specialised courses in nature-oriented
design and she hopes to strengthen her design thinking at UAS so that she can incorporate
eco-friendly elements into her future architecture or interior design, contributing to the creation
of a more liveable environment.

Wong Jing En, 20, a graduate of Singapore Polytechnic, will be pursuing a Bachelor of Arts
(Honours) degree in Music Business at LASALLE College of the Arts. At the polytechnic, she
majored in sound and music production and frequently showcased her musical talents through
student-organised activities, teaching children instruments and performing for the elderly.

She said, "These experiences made me realise that planning programmes is quite interesting
and | want to learn more about the planning and operation of music programmes. LASALLE is
the only institution in Singapore that offers music courses covering business aspects, and |
decided to seize the opportunity.”

Wong Jing En admitted that she also applied to and was accepted by Berklee College of Music
in the United States but considering the high cost of studying abroad, she decided to stay in
Singapore for her university studies. She is pleased that Singapore has an arts university,
providing more educational options for students who love the arts.
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