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Two Fashion School Students Showcased in Exhibition Exploring Mystery of

White Shirts

What is so special about the white shirts? In Singapore, even if not everyone has a

white shirt, many people have worn it on many different occasions.
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LASALLE College of the Arts recently launched a multimedia exhibition,
1°17'N The White Shirt Project, whose theme is seemingly nothing-out-of-the-
ordinary, “White Shirts”. The exhibition showcased the joint efforts of BA(Hons)
Fashion Design and Textiles and BA(Hons) Fashion Media and Industries Level 2
students. The cross-discipline showcase consisted of 28 projects from design
clothing, to fashion photograph, to installation and video work.

This exhibition was managed by two students from the BA(Hons) Fashion Media and
Industries Programme, Chen Junhao (27 years old) and Chen Tujin (26 years old).
Apart from being full-time students, Chen Junhao is a locally popular fashion,
photographer while Chen Tujin designed Prada’s window display. Through
1°17'N The White Shirt Project, the duo wanted to explore the possibilities in the
various aspects of life that are often out of the imagination. They are keen to know if
fashion only relates to apparel and consumption.

“In this semester, our focus was on researching the meanings of white shirts in
Singapore’s society”, said Chen Junhao. This is astonishing. Students in fashion-
related disciplines are researching into such seemingly common but interesting
topics. “Actually, fashion is related to topics including climate, culture, economy,
races and architecture. Fashion is never simply a piece of clothing. It involves all
aspects of our social life”, added Chen Junhao.

The 1°17'N The White Shirt Project is closely linked to critical topics such as
exhibition organisation, social enterprises and fashion market prospects.

“People don’t normally put fashion and exhibition together, but in developed
countries, fashion items are considered valuable enough for exhibitions. To be more
specific, they have value for display in museums or art galleries”, said Chen Tujin.

Reflect Changes in Society, Thoughts and Ideas

There are very few local fashion exhibitions - those marginally related to fashion are
fabric shows such as those featuring cheongsam and kebaya. Fashion is an art that
tranforms with time, so people in foreign countries have been including modern
fashion as gallery items, and from an academic point of view. For instance, the
famous Metropolian Museum of Art, located in New York, USA, organised the
Alexander McQueen show in 2011, and “China: Through the Looking Glass” clothing
exhibition in previous year.

European and American galleries display the aesthetics of science and history of
fashion to the fullest extent.

“It is a shame that we haven’t seen any grand fashion exhibition here, and famous
design shows such as the Alexander McQueen exhibition has never been presented
in Singapore. We need to ask ourselves what is the value and use of galleries and
museums in this day and age.”

Chen Junhao said, “Through 17°717'N The White Shirt Project, we posed these
questions to local museums and galleries: could fashion be an exhibit? What kind of
museum do we require? What types of exhibits do we need? Can museums show
nothing but historical items? Fashionable clothing or accessories also reflect
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changes in society, thoughts and ideas. Simple things such as a white shirt also do
the job.”

On the day of the interview, the interviewees both wore white shirts. Chen Junhao’s
white shirt emphasised multiple layered design whereas Chen Tujin’s ensemble
stressed a leisure clothing combination on a white shirt.

Originated from the West, white shirts became popular in the East in its civilised era.
“‘But have we ever thought about the implications of white shirts?” Chen Tuijin
questioned. In this show, Chen Junhao and Chen Tujin researched extensively by
probing into Singaporeans’ opinions on white shirts.

White Shirts also Carries Psychological Suggestions

Some people do not feel anything special about white shirts. When they cannot
decide what to wear, they will wear a white shirt; Some people take white shirts as a
symbol of their identity and social class, for example, the initial difference among
white-, blue-and pink-collar workers is the colour of their clothing.

‘In Singapore, by wearing a white shirt, people feel that they are part of the
community; to a certain degree, clothing carries a sense of national identity,” Chen
Tujin said. “White shirts also carry psychological suggestions. For example, people
wearing a white shirt may want to express their mild, simple or easy-to-get-close-to
character, as white gives people an innocent, transparent and stress-free feeling.”

Chen Junhao views white shirts from an optical angle which is frequently used by
photographers: “White is not just one colour, but a combination of several colours -
those who have studied physics will know this: by mixing together red, orange,
yellow, green, light green, blue and purple paint, the paint becomes black; on the
contrary, the light of these seven colours combined becomes white light.

So, white is both complicated and harmonious. In the world of photography, it takes a
skilful photographer to reduce white space.”

In this exhibition, Chen Junhao was not in charge of photography but let two female
juniors take on the photographers' roles. He is satisfied with their performance.

Chen Junhao pointed out that Asians are preoccupied with “white”; some of them
invest efforts and money in making their skin “white”. However, some Asians
discriminate against Albinos patients.

Albinos stem from a lack of melanin and there is currently no cure for it. In regions
where the majority of people have darker skin, Albinos patients are faced with
discrimination and violence. In other words, the more different in skin colours, the
more serious the discrimination. It is very ironic that these Asians pursue for whiter
skin but discriminate against Albinos patients.

“Through this exhibition, we want to call for an end to discrimination against Albinos
patients. The fashion industry also bears social responsibilities and education
obligations,” said Chen Junhao.
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Test Career Prospects with Fashion

The exhibition won praises by classmates, teachers and the school management.
LASALLE is now considering to extending the exhibition, which began last Friday, so
that more people can come and appreciate the exhibition.

In organising this exhibition, both Chen Junhao and Chen Tujiin have gone beyond
their specialisation by trialling their career prospects with fashion.

In Chen Junhao’s opinion, it is very difficult to see breakthroughs in today’s fashion
photography; most fashion publications are similar in style and content except for a
few comparatively premium fashion magazines. “Sensual” is a popular photography
style now. “| think this is what consumers hope to see or hope to possess as their
own image. You can’t ask the photographer to give you a sensual image. Today, with
the advent of social media, everyone can be a photographer. Standardised
“beautiful” pictures can be seen everywhere as a result. One would question the
‘beauty’ of digitisation? I've been slowly retiring my digital camera and using film
cameras instead. I'll also gradually forgoing my identity as a photographer and
developing myself towards creativity and planning.”

Chen Tujin will continue his pursue in areas including fashion, space, visualisation
and planning.



