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Hyrol's graduation project Sit, Walk and Stand, Repeat, deriding
cosmopolitan white collars and their lack-of-balance life.

Two art colleges in the country, Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts and LASALLE College of the Arts, cultivate over 200 fresh visual artists for Singapore each year. Our correspondent
interviewed four students who came out on top for Fine Art Department of these two colleges, and from them, we see not only the creativity of fresh blood, but also the trend of local
visual arts nowadays.

Chow Yian Ping reports
Cai Wanting and Long Guoxiong photograph

New power of fresh blood in the visual arts scene floods into the big art world from art institutions year after year.

Two art colleges in the country cultivate over 200 fresh visual artists for Singapore each year. The cohort of Diploma and Bachelors graduates are equally divided between Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts and LASALLE College of the Arts.

“It's already amazing that one or two students within the whole cohort of graduates every year will stick to the end, and became artists and actually amount to something,” said the teachers.
From these students who came out on top for Fine Art Department, we see not only the creativity of art’s fresh blood, but also the trend of local visual arts nowadays.
Zhang Shilin and Dzaki Safaruan from Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA), Rachel Tan and Hyrol from LASALLE College of the Arts (LASALLE) , whose works are your favorite?

Rachel Tan, 20

Giving up through-train to study Art

Three years ago, Rachel Tan made a decision that many local girls would never understand. She was enrolled into Nanyang Girls High School’s through-train programme with her excellent grades,
but she left in her senior year to enter LASALLE.

Tan said that perhaps many parents would not understand or support the decision of their children, but her engineer parents were supportive of her. Art teachers in her school even helped her to
inquire into and assess arts colleges at home and overseas. “My parents believe that attitude matters. They know I'm very interested in art and that | would try my best to do it well.”

Though already a student of the Arts Elective Programme, for Tan, it was far from enough to satisfy her passion for art. “It's just one of the courses anyway. | still need time to deal with other major
courses.”

During her years in LASALLE, Tan said she felt like a duck taking to water. “I enjoyed myself very much! We inspired each other, never ceased learning and stayed energetic. Teachers and



schoolmates respected one another, and learned from each other.”

Tan’s graduation project As | Propagate Through Your Crust is a mixed media work consisting of videos, prints fabric, etc..While making her prints, she closed her eyes, listened to the sounds of
earthquakes as she added colors to the media according to the earthquakes’ velocity and frequency. “Every time when | opened my eyes, there was surprise.” said Tan.

Video section from Chen’s When | Break Your Shell, offered by LASALLE.

In her video, eight dancers were dancing in scenes of nature; their actions were odd and unstable. That's because the “music” they danced to, was the frequency changes of diastrophism. Tan
aimed at exploring relationship between human, earth and nature, while diastrophism was a part in this process.

With the identification of a “wanderer”, Tan connected the work with storytelling. Wanderers in her eyes conversed with their surroundings through life and body. As the landscape changed,
Singaporeans became wanderers themselves in their own land.

Tan is now studying her BA(Hons) . She has dreams and hopes for the future, and she wants to be involved in different kinds of art projects, including planning a display, creation and doing
research. The most amazing thing that LASALLE has taught her, she said, is that art is a process, so is creation, and to achieve them is the most precious.

Hyrol, 29

Deriding white collars with mobile desk

Young Malay Hyrol was sitting on an eccentric object that looked like a bicycle and a desk. He was pushing the ground with efforts, attempting to move himself and the object forward. Poor and
ridiculous it may seem to be, it's the graduation project of Hyrol, top BA(Hons) Fine Arts student of LASALLE, a work deriding cosmopolitan white collars, named "Sit, Walk, Stand, Repeat".

“I like to reflect work and life of Singaporeans. They lack of balance and are under pressure. Many would continue to work even when they are home. That's why | invented this mobile office, so
you can work at any place at anytime without worrying about being late.”

Hyrol explained that he was inspired by the little car he used to ride when he was little. “I wanted to build one for adults, and even ‘drive’ it to the street. But my teachers stopped me, so | build a
little one.”

After six-month construction, Hyrol “drove” the car to the pedestrian walkway at the business district in the country, and made a video. “That’'s where white collar workers gather and | thought my
work might amuse everyone. It’s like a social experiment and | got to see how people would react.”

Hyrol found that most people tried not to look at him, while only a few gave him curious glimpses. Only when he parked the car in front of buildings, he was asked to leave by security guards who
said no parking or selling was allowed there. The “experiment” went on at the business district for a while, and Hyrol couldn’t help but question out loud: “Am | transparent to all?”

Hyrol loves to connect and communicate with the public through his work and to gain their reflections, and his work often makes one smile. When Hyrol was asked why his work is considered as
art, he answered, “Aesthetic is very personal and | pursue no certain aesthetic standard in my work.

My works are all made of waste materials. They may not look aesthetic in visual sense, but such elements exist in ideas, actions and process. ”

Hyrol went to LASALLE three years ago. He taught art in a high school after graduating with a Diploma in Digital Media from Nanyang Polytechnic. He was caught by “junior crisis” at a very young
age and lost his life direction, he said. He went to LASALLE for a little bit of rest, but as it turned out, he learned a lot in just a few years. “It's not just about local and regional art; my way of
thinking and creation has changed, too. | would have never imagined this before. I'm determined to devoting myself to art.”

To think of new work that is convincing is very hard; it takes long-term research and thinking. “Often when you have done it, you would find it quite different from what’s in your mind. So you either
have to modify it, or to ditch the whole idea away and start all over again.”

Freshly graduated Hyrol is now engaged in a one-year incubation programme for new art graduates at the Substation. He will hold an art exhibition after that.



