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! Production of the Year: Art by
Nine Years Theatre and
Monkey Goes West by Wild
Rice

! Production of the Year (Readers’
Choice): Monkey Goes West by
Wild Rice

! Best Director: Nelson Chia for
Art by Nine Years Theatre

! Best Actor: Peter Sau in
Art by Nine Years Theatre

! Best Actress: Mina Kaye in
The Rise & Fall Of Little Voice
by Pangdemonium

! Best Supporting Actor: Remesh
Panicker in The Merchant Of
Venice by Singapore Repertory
Theatre

! Best Supporting Actress: Jo

Kukathas in The House Of
Bernarda Alba by Wild Rice

! Best Original Script: Liu Xiaoyi
for Fluid by The Theatre
Practice

! Best Ensemble: Dark Room
x8 created by Edith Podesta

! Best Set Design: Ho Tzu Nyen,
Andy Lim and Jed Lim for Ten
Thousand Tigers

! Best Lighting Design: Andy Lim
for Ten Thousand Tigers

! Best Sound Design or Original
Score: Bani Haykal for Gitanjali
by The Necessary Stage

! Best Costume Design: Tube
Gallery by Phisit & Saxit
for Monkey Goes West by
Wild Rice

Winners

By AUDREY TAN

A WALK through Singapore’s first
and only natural history museum
is meant to be a serene experi-
ence, much like taking a walk in a
lush forest.

That is why the Lee Kong Chi-
an Natural History Museum,
which opens to the public next
Tuesday, is barring selfie sticks
and flash photography. It is also
selling tickets for 11/2-hour slots
and not daily passes allowing
guests entry at any time they
choose.

“We calculated that the whole
gallery experience will be between
one and 11/2 hours, so we calibrat-
ed the slots on that basis,” muse-
um head Peter Ng told The Straits
Times. “Because of the initial in-
terest, we did not want this place
to be ‘free for all’ – because then
guests would not get the same ex-
perience.”

There are six such sessions a
day, with the first at 10am and the
last at 5.30pm. Each slot can take
about 200 people, and tickets
must be pre-booked through tick-
eting agent Sistic and will not be
available for sale on site.

Tickets cost $20 per adult and
$12 per child, but Singaporeans
and permanent residents enjoy dis-
counted rates of $15 per adult and
$8 for a child. As of 6pm yester-
day, 1,818 tickets had been sold
for visits from April 28 to May 31.

Professor Ng stressed that
guests would not be turned away
the minute their time runs out.
The time limit is an administra-
tive guideline for selling tickets,
to control the crowd in the 2,000
sq m exhibition space, he added.

Visitors to the museum, which
is located within the National Uni-
versity of Singapore campus in
Kent Ridge, can browse a treasure
trove of 2,000 artefacts in its bio-
diversity and heritage galleries.

They include the genuine fos-
sils of three diplodocid sauropod
dinosaurs, which are among the
largest creatures to roam the
earth 150 million years ago.

The $46 million museum build-
ing was funded through philan-
thropic gifts, with the Lee Founda-

tion donating $25 million.
In response to netizens who

ask why the museum is charging
an admission fee when most other
museums here do not, Prof Ng
said it was because it is not an in-
stitution under the National Herit-
age Board. The statutory board un-
der the Ministry of Culture, Com-
munity and Youth runs six muse-
ums here, including the National
Museum of Singapore, to which
Singaporeans and permanent resi-
dents enjoy free admission.

“The museum needs to be fi-
nancially independent. The en-
dowments and donations have
been able to subsidise a large
chunk of operating costs, but not
fully. We therefore need ticketing
to offset some of those costs,”
Prof Ng said.

Mr Muhammad Hafiz’zan
Shah, 30, a veterinary nurse, not-
ed that there are other museums
with a similar policy, such as the
United States Holocaust Memori-
al Museum which issues one-hour
passes from March to August. He
said: “Having a limited timeframe
will definitely help with over-
crowding and crowd control.”

audreyt@sph.com.sg

By NABILAH SAID

AN INAUGURAL award celebrat-
ing excellence in theatre produc-
tions for children aged 12 and be-
low will be given out at the Life!
Theatre Awards for the next three
years, starting next year.

The award, titled Best Produc-
tion for the Young, will be admin-
istered by The Straits Times and
supported by the National Arts
Council.

This was announced by the
council’s chairman, Professor
Chan Heng Chee, who was guest
of honour at the ceremony for the
15th M1-The Straits Times Life!
Theatre Awards, held yesterday af-
ternoon at the Esplanade Recital
Studio.

In her speech, Prof Chan
acknowledged the theatre practi-
tioners “who work tirelessly to
create unique and unforgettable
experiences for our children”.

“We look forward to more and
better children’s theatre,” she
said.

The Life! Theatre Awards was
started in 2001 to recognise the
best of Singapore theatre. The
new award places the spotlight on
the burgeoning children’s theatre
scene, and recognises outstanding
professionals working hard to
raise the standards in this field.

To be eligible for the award,
these kids’ shows must be pro-

duced by Singapore companies.
The Straits Times estimates that
there are 10 to 15 such shows a
year here.

A dedicated panel of judges
will be convened for this award,
comprising theatre educators as
well as journalists who are also
parents.

This is separate from the judg-
ing panel of the rest of the Life!
Theatre Awards, who decide on
the winners of the 12 other catego-

ries of awards.
The Necessary Stage’s artistic

director Alvin Tan, who has been
in the industry for almost three
decades, says that the award is a
“great addition” to the scene, albe-
it “a bit overdue”.

He adds that it would be great
to expand the category to include
shows made by and for teens,
such as those aged between 13 and
18, as he feels that these are
“quite cutting edge” and deserve

recognition as well.
Actor Tan Shou Chen, who per-

forms in shows for kids as well as
adults, says this award is “timely”
as “it takes the same amount of
work to make productions for chil-
dren”.

He continues with a laugh:
“Sometimes even more. As audi-
ence members, children can be
cruel – they will fidget or cry if
they don’t like the show.”

nabilahs@sph.com.sg

By LISABEL TING

FOR the first time in the 15-year
history of the Life! Theatre
Awards, there was a tie for the
top honour of Production of the
Year.

It jointly went to: Wild Rice’s
Monkey Goes West, a humorous
musical spin on the Chinese clas-
sic Journey To The West; and
Nine Years Theatre’s Art, a Man-
darin translation of French play-
wright Yasmina Reza’s play about
three friends debating over what
makes art.

The ceremony for what is now
known as the
M1-The Straits
Times Life! Thea-
tre Awards took
place yesterday
at the Esplanade
Recital Studio.

The theatre
community gath-
ered to honour
the best of the lo-
cal stage. The event, held in collab-
oration with the Esplanade, was
graced by National Arts Council
chairman Chan Heng Chee, Espla-
nade CEO Benson Puah and Mrs
Rosa Daniel, Deputy Secretary
(Culture) at the Ministry of Cul-
ture, Community and Youth.

In a speech at the ceremony,
The Straits Times’ Life! editor
Helen Chia said: “Today, we cele-
brate 15 years of Life! Theatre
Awards, but actually the history
of Singapore theatre goes back
much further than that.”

She paid tribute to pioneers of
local theatre such as playwright
Robert Yeo, theatre practitioner
and educator T. Sasitharan and di-
rector Max Le Blond. Some of the
stalwarts, such as The Necessary
Stage artistic director Alvin Tan,
were there to present awards,
while Yeo was an invited guest.

Tan presented the Best Direc-
tor award to Nelson Chia for Art,
which also picked up a Best Actor

nod for Peter Sau.
Monkey Goes West also won

Best Costume Design and Produc-
tion of the Year (Readers’ Choice)
– decided by online public voting.

Said its director Sebastian Tan
later of the joint win: “It’s great
because there are so many produc-
tions in a year, and it’s so difficult
to say who the winner is because,
frankly, they’re all quite different.
Some are plays, some are musi-
cals, so how do you judge?

“I think to be able to share this
award with another play, which I
like as well, is wonderful.”

Nine Years Theatre founding
company direc-
tor Mia Chee was
similarly effusive
about Monkey
Goes West. “It
was the first
time that I’ve
seen (actor) Se-
bastian Tan di-
rect, and I was
delighted to see

his work. I thought it had very
good pacing and rhythm, and the
pantomime was quite sharp.”

Jo Kukathas took the Best Sup-
porting Actress gong for her work
in Wild Rice’s The House Of Ber-
narda Alba, while Remesh Panick-
er won Best Supporting Actor for
his turn as Shylock in the Singa-
pore Repertory Theatre’s The Mer-
chant Of Venice. The Best Actress
accolade went to Mina Kaye, for
her role as vocal powerhouse Lit-
tle Voice in Pangdemonium’s The
Rise And Fall Of Little Voice.

This year’s awards were judged
by a six-member panel compris-
ing Lasalle College of the Arts
provost Venka Purushothaman;
online arts journal The Flying Ink-
pot co-editors Kenneth Kwok and
Matthew Lyon; as well as arts re-
viewers Helmi Yusof, Tang Hwa
Kwee and Corrie Tan from The
Business Times, Lianhe Zaobao
and The Straits Times.

lting@sph.com.sg

The Lee Kong Chian Natural History Museum, which opens next Tuesday, is
selling tickets for 11/2-hour slots. PHOTO: LIM YAOHUI FOR THE STRAITS TIMES

Guest of honour and National Arts Council chairman Chan Heng Chee receiving a
token of appreciation from ST Life! editor Helen Chia. ST PHOTO: STEPHANIE YEOW

Monkey Goes West actor Chua Enlai taking a “wefie” with fellow actors and directors of the Wild Rice musical and Nine Years Theatre’s Art, which won Production of
the Year at the Life! Theatre Awards yesterday. It was the first time in the award’s 15-year history that there was a tie for that honour. ST PHOTO: SEAH KWANG PENG

11/2-hour tickets: New museum explains why

Monkey Goes
West and Art
make theatre
history
They jointly clinch Production of the
Year prize at Life! Theatre Awards
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Life! to honour best in children’s theatre from next year

Ŷ Address: 
Lee Kong Chian Natural History 
Museum
National University of Singapore
2 Conservatory Drive
Singapore 117377
 
Ŷ By Bus:
Bus stop name: Museum (16161)
SBS Transit: 151, 151e
NUS Shuttle Bus: A2, B, C, D1 & D2
Bus stop name: NUS Raffles
Hall (16169)
SBS Transit: 96, 151, 151e
NUS Shuttle Bus: B, C
 
Ŷ By MRT:
Alight at Kent Ridge MRT station on 
the Circle Line. 
Walk to the bus stop along Lower 
Ridge Road, outside NUH, and take 
NUS shuttle bus D2 (5 stops).
 
Ŷ By car:
Parking is available at the museum 
and at the adjacent Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory of Music (Carpark 3)
and NUS Raffles Hall (Carpark 4).

Ŷ Opening hours:
10am to 7pm from Tuesdays to 
Sundays, and on all public holidays
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National University
Of Singapore (NUS)

University
Cultural Centre

Yong Siew Toh
Conservatory

of Music

Lee Kong Chian
Natural History Museum
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How to get there
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Ŷ Standard rates
Adult: $20
Child (three to 12 years old): $12

Local resident rates
(Singaporeans and PRs)
Adult: $15
Child (three to 12 years old),
student, senior citizen, full-time national 
serviceman, person with disabilities: $8

NUS staff and students: Free.
Prior booking must be made online.

Tickets can be bought up to one month in 
advance and will be sold only through Sistic 
at www.sistic.com.sg or at authorised 
counters.
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