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Making a mark in the design world
by Toh Yanwei

After graduating from LASALLE College of the Arts, Drayson Phua went to Australia
for further studies. After returning home, he joined a design company as a junior
designer, and rose through the ranks to become the creative director. In 2012, he
started his own company.

When you miss a station in life, do you have the courage to get off at the next stop?

Local designer Drayson Phua, 40, was passionate about the arts from a young age.
Growing a passion into a profession seems only logical, but he once gave up and
chose to study mechanical engineering after graduating from secondary school.

He recalled, "I dropped out of school after studying for less than half a year. | was
then enlisted into National Service to fulfill my National Service obligations. After
National Service, | made up mind to become a designer and applied for design
related courses in LASALLE College of the Arts.”

In 2001, Drayson graduated from the LASALLE College of the Arts. Although several
companies were interested in hiring him after seeing his work at the graduation
exhibition, he chose to study in Australia. After returning home, he joined a design
company as a junior designer, and rose through the ranks to become the creative
director. In 2012, he started his own company.

He said, "My company isn’t a large one, and this is exactly what | want. If my
company is too focused on expanding business or the team, | cannot get involved in
the design work myself."

Drayson was one of the judges of the National Day logo design competition last year.
His company was also responsible for further improving the selected National Day
logos for use in various platforms such as the digital media, television, MRT etc.

Thinking about the preparations for last year, he said: "Every day was a busy day,
working hard to make progress and keeping to deadlines, but to see our works
become part of the National Day celebrations, | feel very engaged and happy despite
being very busy.”

Drayson believes that there are lots of talents in the local design field, and
achievements of his predecessors also prove that one can succeed in this field, thus
he makes an effort to groom younger talents and involve young designers in last
year's National Day celebrations and other large projects.

He said, "When | hire designers, the most important thing is not their results or
diploma, but the skills they show in their work, as well as their interpretation of the
designs. Young designers often have fresh ideas and interesting concepts, and we
can learn from each other to progress together at work.”
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