B10

| THESTRAITSTIMES | MONDAY SEPTEMBER 17,2018 |

THE STR. \IISH llb

-NGLISHMASTERCLASS

The Executive Edition Special: Creative Writing

Who should attend

* Aspiring writers who want to pen
their first book

* Communications executives who
have to write newsletters and
corporate reports

* Those who want to write good
stories in general

STskills

Dates: Oct 3 & 24

Venue: SPH News Centre,
1000 Toa Payoh North

Cost: $499 a person

Time: 10am to 6pm
(including lunch and tea breaks)

The Writing Coach

Felix Cheong has published 13 books across different
genres, from poetry to short stories. Recipient of the
Young Artist award, he has worked in the media industry
for more than 20 years. He holds a master’s degree in
creative writing and currently teaches journalism at the
University of Newcastle and Murdoch University.

THE STRAITS TIMLES

WE'VE GOT SINGAPORE COVERED

news with benelits

Participants can use their
SkillsFuture credits to enrol in
the one-day course which covers
the following essentials of
creative writing:

* Basics of narrative writing

* Generating story ideas

e Creating characters

* Plots, twists and endings

* Turning life experience into stories
* The publishing process

6319-5076
STmasterclass@sph.com.sg

Sign up now at StSki"S.sg

Subscribe now at stsub.sg

or call 6388 3838

SALLE

A GLOBAL
S5TAG

5 0l

Trio taking steps to realise their dreams in
film-making, music and musical production

Jolene Ang

It was not the Force that drew Ms
Nicole-Danielle Francis to Lucas-
film. In fact, she has not watched a
single Stars Wars movie.

It was the work culture as well as
opportunities to hone her anima-
tion skills and pursue her dream of
making her own films that led her
to Industrial Light & Magic (ILM)
Singapore two months ago.

Ms Francis, 28, joined ILM, a divi-
sion of the Lucasfilm production
company acquired by Disney in
2012, as an executive assistant af-
ter graduating recently from
Lasalle College of the Arts with a
diplomain animation.

At Lasalle, she made a short ani-
mation film, Tightrope, which was
accepted into four international
film festivals, including the Cardiff
International Film Festival 2017.

The film is about a child balanc-
ing on a tightrope and is meant to
symbolise children’s struggles to
balance their physical and emo-
tional health amid pressures from
the people around them.

Ms Francis, who is of Eurasian de-
scent and born in Malaysia, said
she wants to create stories that can
evoke emotion in her audiences.

She had worked in advertising
for three years after getting a de-
gree in psychology and marketing

from Monash University.

But she was not happy with what
she was doing and decided to take
up animation as she has always
been interested in it, and she also
lovesreading and writing.

At ILM, some of the artists shoot
their own music videos on the side,
she said, and ILM is supportive of
them though the workis not associ-
ated with the company.

She said of her ambitions: “I want
people to come out, after watching
something [ made, asking all kinds
of questions. Even ifit’s ‘What did I
justwatch?’, that’s enough.”

LIVING THE DREAM

“Summer dreams ripped at the
seams, but oh, those summer
nights,” so goes the song Summer
Nights from Grease.

It is Ms Michelle Ler’s favourite
song from the musical. But far from
ripping her dreams at the seams,
she’sliving them out.

As a child, she used to watch
Grease with her parents, who were
big fans.

Next January, the 22-year-old
will be spending two weeks in
Perth as an assistant musical direc-
tor for the 2019 Australian touring
production of Grease — The Arena
Experience, where she will man-
age over 1,000 performers.

Ms Ler, a musical theatre stu-
dent, was handpicked in February

(From far left)
Ms Michelle Ler
was handpicked
to be assistant
musical director
for the 2019
Australian
touring
production of
Grease - The
Arena
Experience; Mr
Eshan Denipitiya,
who plays the
piano and loves
experimenting
with styles and
genres outside
his classical
forte, has
performed at
sold-out
concerts in
Australia with a
Sri Lankan
symphony
orchestra;

and Ms
Nicole-Danielle
Francis, who is
now working at
Lucasfilm, has
had her short
animation film
accepted into
international
film festivals.
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by the production’s music director
Dennett Hudson, who was working
with her and other Lasalle students
on one of their final-year projects.

The Australian rendition of
Grease is on amuch larger scale. As
its name suggests, it will be per-
formed in an arena, or a stadium of
sorts, as opposed to a traditional
music hall.

An amateur mass ensemble of
more than 800 performers, includ-
ing children, will be involved.

Ms Ler has tried her hand at per-
forming and music directing. She
prefers the latter, because she does
notlike being in the limelight.

Said Ms Ler, who read music at
the O and A levels: “A piano recital
feels too exposed, like I'm trying to
show people something.

“Musical directors double as re-
hearsal pianists, so they get to ac-
company singers. | feel more pur-
poseful that way.”

MODERN-DAY MOZART

Music runs in Mr Eshan Denipi-
tiva’s blood.

His grandfather played the
Hawaiian guitar, which is com-
monly used in country music.

His father isa music director who
has experience with shows like Sir-
asa Super Stars, or Sri Lanka’s ver-
sion of American Idol.

Mr Denipitiya, 23, a Sri Lankan,
graduated top of his Bachelor of
Arts in Music class at Lasalle.

He plays the piano, and loves ex-
perimenting with different styles
and genres outside of classical,
which s his forte.

“I believe classical music can
show you everything a piano is ca-
pable of doing,” he said.

“But I want to bring my own style
to classical, make it relatable to peo-
ple and capture awider audience.”

His fusion work ranges from elec-
tronic dance music mixed with clas-
sical piano, to Sri Lankan folk tunes
combined with Mozart’s pieces,
and even Nokia ringtones played in
the style of Chopin.

In 2016, he performed at sold-out
concerts in Sydney and Melbourne
with his father’s symphony orches-
tra from Sri Lanka.

But he hopes to stage his very
own concert one day, based on his
fusion pieces.

“I believe there’s something in ev-
ery genre,” said Mr Denipitiya, who
is currently a full-time piano
teacher based in Singapore.

“If you know how to improvise
on a piece, there’s nothing limiting
you, and you have a freedom to find
your voice.”

jolenezl@sph.com.sg



