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A walk in the arts

The Singapore Art Week (SAW), running from 17 to 28 Jan, is a visual arts fest highly
celebrated here in the city.

This year, it will take visitors on a walk from the streets to the museums, from arts fairs to
solo shows.

In Festival by 1zzad Radzali Shah, the artist brings out Little India’s cultural symbols in
cartoon style.

The Singapore Art Week 2018 (SAW), which kicked off on 17 Jan, will end on 28 Jan.
Organised by the National Arts Council and supported by the Singapore Tourism Board
(STB) and Economic Development Board, SAW is now in its 6" year. There will be more
than 100 events going on, from the streets to art museums and from art fairs to solo shows,
most of which are free for viewing. Last year, the SAW drew a crowd of 180,000 people,
making it one of the most celebrated visual arts fest in Singapore. Here are the highlights
this year:

Little India is like Bangladesh
When you put art in public spaces, the amalgamation will attract people from all walks of life.

When | joined the one-hour ARTWALK Little India tour last week, my senses were
stimulated by the spices from the shops as | watched urban legends of Little India come
alive on wall murals painted by local artists. At 82 Serangoon Road, Eunice Lim, a fine arts
graduate from LASALLE College of the Arts, cleverly incorporated the 30-year-old Siyamala
Bookstore and its owner into her artwork, allowing visitors to say “hello” to him as he sat
next to the mural.

Artist Shah Rizzal transported Little India’s landmark shophouses, roadside trucks and
posters onto his mural Layers. To him, Little India is like a second home where he would
chat up with the residents and hear their many interesting and incredible stories.

“Over here, the colours are wildly vibrant. Everything is disorderly and totally out of control.
They don’t care, just like in Bangladesh,” he said.

Jaba, MA Fine Arts student at LASALLE, delivers a punch in his mural Daily Delivery with a
slant view. The spray-painted Indian tiffin deliveryman pushing his wagon is chock full of life.
It is hard to believe that not long before the SAW opened, Jaba was still rushing to complete
his mural in stormy weather during the rainy season. At 1 Hindoo Road, 1zzad Radzali
Shah’s Festival delightfully draws out the brilliance of Little India’s festive culture using
cartoony symbols. The Festival portrays Singapore’s melting pot of Indian cultures, which
were introduced by immigrants hailing from various parts of India.

Street art activities

Presented by LASALLE and STB with support from the Little India Shopkeepers and
Heritage Association, ARTWALK Little India is now in its 4™ edition. Themed “Urban
Mythology”, a total of seven murals and one art installation are spread across a few main
streets of Little India. Activities include story-telling by Kamini Ramachandran, pottery and
puppetry workshops, film screening, dance and drama performances, and sunset yoga
(6:00pm — 9:00pm, 25-27 Jan, http://www.artwalklittleindia.sg). The evening could only get
better with food promotions offered by restaurants in the area.



