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Mereka perlu

Ungi perje

Berita Harian | Khamis, 11 April 2019

dalam dunia pendidikan sebelum akhirnya diterima masuk dalam kursus kesenian di Maktab Seni

Lasalle. Tiga belia berikut yang bakal "menamatkan pengajian mereka tidak lama lagi malah mempunyai latar belakang dalam bidang berbeza,
baik teknologi maklumat, pengurusan acara atau kejuruteraan. Di ambang projek tahun akhir berupa persembahan seni pada bulan ini dan bulan
depan, mereka menyingkap kembara seni di dalam dan luar kampus. Wartawan HARYANI ISMAIL (haryani@sph.com.sg) melaporkan.

Pengalaman di
pentas dunia ‘iSing
World’ di Perancis

perkasa diri

BERPINDAH-RANDAH
kursus diploma bukan sesua-
tuyang dirancang hanya kera-
na dirinya mengikut kata
hati.

Daripada mengambil Dip-
loma Teknologi Maklumat di
Politeknik Temasek (TP), be-
liau langsung ke Akademi Se-
ni Halus Nanyang (Nafa) bagi
memburu ilmu teater.

Namun, pada akhirnya,
Cik Nur Shahirah Othman,
23 tahun, kembali pada cinta
pertamanya dalam bidang
nyanyian.

Beliau yang bakal menu-
tup tirai pengajian Diploma
Muzik di Maktab Seni Lasalle
bersyukur kursus ini
benar-benar membuka pintu
rezeki dalam bentuk pen-
dedahan yang diinginkan.

Tahun lalu, beliau yang
dikenali dengan nama pentas
Shai, memenangi peraduan
adu bakat iSing Singapore

Kemenangan itu memba-
wa kakinya melangkah ke
kejuaraan sedunia iSing
World di Perancis pula.

Beliau muncul sebagai an-
tara 15 peserta terbaik dalam
pertandingan itu.

‘Tahun ini pula, beliau ada-
lah naib juara satu lagi adu
bakat tempatan, Safra Ulti-
mate Talent 2019.

Senarai projeknya tidak
terhenti di situ sahaja.

Beliau bahkan baru sahaja
menerbitkan single ciptaan-
nya sendiri, Fighter, yang

irama pop,

R&B dan rok.

Bagi persembahan tahun
akhirnya pada 16 Mei ini, Cik
Nur Shahirah adalah antara
beberapa pelajar Lasalle yang dilibatkan dalam
konsert menjunjung budi Ratu Muzik Soul,
Aretha Franklin.

La Diva! Aretha Franklin and Her Music

sesuatu yang dinanti-nanti gadis
yang mula menyanyi sejak usia tiga tahun itu.

Menjelaskan lebih lanjut tentang perjalanan
seninya, Cik Nur Shahirah berkata:

“Awalnya, saya memang peminat setia lagu
Datuk Seri Siti Nurhaliza. Ibu kata, apabila saya
meningkat dewasa, minat saya beralih pada
lagu Inggeris pula.

“Kerana sekolah rendah saya tiada kegiatan
koir, Kelab Drama disertai bagi menambah
keyakinan diri saya.

“Namun, saya menyedari bahawa muzik
‘merupakan bidang yang saya cintai setelah saya
memenangi pcraduan ‘mencipta lagu bagi Hari
Pertahanan Mutlak.

“Guru-guru pun memberitahu saya bahawa
saya punya bakat semula jadi mencipta lagu
mudah buat pendengaran umum.”

Pemilihan kursus teknologi maklumat di TP
pula dibuat kerana ibunya tidak begitu selesa ji-
ka beliau ke institusi seni bagi menimba ilmu
muzik.

“Seperti sebilangan ibu bapa lain, ibu saya
Khuatirkan masa depan saya. Beliau merasakan
dengan keputusan Sijil Am Pelajaran (GCE) Pe-
ringkat ‘O’ yang saya miliki, saya ke

PERKASA DIRI DENGAN MUZIK: Cik Nur Shahirah menyifatkan

menyanyi di pentas antarabangsa iSing World di Perancis dan
muncul sebagai 15 Peserta Terbaik sebagai satu pencapaian yang
membuka mata. - Foto-foto BH oleh HARYANI ISMAIL

yang menjamin pekerjaan seperti teknologi
‘maklumat,” katanya lagi.

Cik Nur Shahirah hanya berada di TP selama
setahun disusuli dengan pengajian teater di
Nafa selama setahun.

“Selepas akhirnya diterima masuk ke Lasalle
dengan restu ibu dan dorongan adik-beradik
lain, saya menyedari inilah tempat di mana saya
boleh berikan yang terbaik.

“Dalam tahun pertama, memang ada kesuli-
tan. Saya berdepan dengan kritikan bahawa
suara saya kurang lunak atau saya buat sahaja
lagu Melayu.

“Namun, saya merasakan penguasaan ba-
hasa Melayu saya belum lagi mantap bagi
merangkaikan kata-kata yang indab, scbaik apa-
bila saya menulis dalam bahasa Inggeris,”
kongsinya.

Pengalaman bertanding di Perancis juga
amat mendebarkan buatnya. Beliau belajar dari-
pada melihat kesungguhan dan keyakinan peser-
ta lain dari luar negara.

“Antara yang perlu saya lakukan scpertima-
na ketika terlibat dalam konsert mengenang
Aretha Franklin adalah menyanyi dari hati tan-
pa risaukan apa orang nak kata.

“Saya ingin terus cipta lagu termasuk buat
ibu yang disayangi. Saya tahu kadangkala kita
berselisih faham kerana saya ada pandangan
saya sendiri.

“Namun, dalam hati, saya mencintainya,”

politeknik dan mengambil bidang pelajaran

‘ngh School Musical’ cetus mspirasi cinta seni

4
JIWA SENI: Encik Nur Afiq beralih daripada bidang kejuruteraan di ITE kepada bidang persembahan dan teater muzikal di
Maktab Seni Lasalle kerana yakin itulah kemahiran yang boleh memperkasa dirinya.

ang bercit menjadi guru
prasekolah.

NANTIKAN PROJEK BARU: Encik Danial Ariffin Azman sentiasa menerima projek baru dengan tangan terbuka kerana ia merupakan satu cara di
mana beliau mengasah bakat yang ada di samping memperluas rangkaian kenalan. — Foto ihsan DANIAL ARIFFIN AZMAN

Jauh perjalanan seni siswa
Lasalle, lagi luas pemandangan

SISIPAN laungan azan bakal berku-
mandang dengan irama yang menggam-
barkan waktu fajar pula kedengaran.

Ada juga muzik ala bangsawan den-
gan bacaan syair diperdengarkan.

Gesekan selo sayu mendayu secara so-
o juga dijangka.

Inilah antara sajian muzik ciptaan
siswa kursus Sarjana Muda Sastera
(Kepujian) dalam Ciptaan dan Susunan
Muzik di Maktab Seni Lasalle, Encik Da-
nial Ariffin Azman, sempena persembah-
an resital tahun akhirnya pada 18 April

Encik Danial, 28 tahun, yang menga-
nggap pemimpin orkestra legenda, Allah-
yarham Ahmad Jaafar scbagai idolanya,
menggunakan tema pertembungan muz-
ik Timur dengan Barat yang dekat di hati-

nya.

Resital itu berlangsung selama 22
minit dan dimuatkan dengan ciptaan asli
beliau.

Mauduk pertembungan Timur dan Ba-
rat ini juga teras tesis tahun kepujian be-
liau dalam meneroka identiti muzik baru
yang dihasilkan dengan menggabungkan
unsur tradisional bangsawan dan dikir ba-

rat.

Trama sebegini kemudian diadunkan
dengan muzik Barat,

Ketika ditemui di Lasalle kelmarin, En-
cik Danial menjelaskan muzik memang
dekat di hatinya kerana pendedahan aw-
al di orkestra belia tempatan.

“Walaupun saya mengambil kursus
pengajian perniagaan dan pengurusan
acara di Institut Pendidikan Teknikal

(ITE), muzik sudah mendarah daging
dalam diri saya scjak remaia lagi.

“Kadangkala ada yang hairan bagaim-
ana anak muda seperti saya boleh meng-
hargai muzik lama dari era Kartina Daha-
i, Black Dog Bone dan Zubir Said sedan-
gkan saya dilahirkan pada tahun
1990-an.

“Saya pernah menonton arwah Ah-
mad Jaafar memimpin orkestra. Impian
saya menjadi sepertinya dalam menentu-
kan arah tuju sesuatu persembahan lagu.

“Meskipun teknik rakaman pada
masa itu tidak secanggih sekarang, ada se-

“Ia membuatkannya kekal malar seg-
arjika ditijau dari sudut irama mahupun

liriknya,” jelas Encik Danial.

Bagi tesisnya, beliau antara lain berte-
mu dengan pemenang Anugerah Jauhari
Harapan Berita Harian, Cik Syafigah
*Adha Mohamed Sallehin yang juga gigih
mencipta karya baru dengan mengga-
bungkan muzik dikir barat dengan irama
Barat moden.

Encik Danial teruja dengan setiap pe-
ngalaman dan peluang yang diperolehi,
baik ketika bersama Orkestra Melayu
Singapura (OMS) dan sayap belianya,

Belia.

Beliau yang kini pengarah muzik ber-
sekutu di perkumpulan seni Nusantara
Arts, juga menghargai peluang berada di
sayap seni Angkatan Bersenjata Singapu-
ra (SAP), Music & Drama Company.

“Selama dua setengah minggu, saya
mengikuti pancaragam SAF ke Rock-
hampton bagi pelbagai acara termasuk

MUZIKAL popular di kaca tele-
visyen, High School Musical, men-
cetus inspirasi kepada Encik Nur
Afiq Abdul Talib agar menceburi
bidang nyanyian dan tarian
sepenuh masa.

Namun, kerana enggan memban-
tah kata-kata ibunya yang khuatir-
kan masa depannya, beliau me-
ngambil kursus kejurtteraan elek-
trikal di Institut Pendidikan Tekni-
Kal (ITE) Simei, beberapa tahun la-

lu.

Hati Encik Nur Afiq, kini 27
tahun, bagaimanapun, tidak pada
bidang itu. Gred yang diperolehi ju-

zikal opera rok Aida bagi persem-
bahan tahun akhimya, juga baru sa-
haja tamat menulis tesis mengenai

persembahan percuma buat tontonan ra-
‘mai,

“Kami paparkan muzik Singapura
yang mengetengahkan identiti penduduk
Melayu, India dan Cina. Ada juga lagu
ciptaan karyawan muzik Australia yang
disajikan.

“Lawatan itu membuka mata saya ten-
tang usaha mengenalkan muzlk Singapu-
ra di negara asing,” katan

Menurut Encit Danial lagi, rangkaian
kenalannya, baik pemuzik mapan mahu-
pun baru, banyak memberi inspirasi dan
peluang buatnya memperluas bakatnya.

Beliau misalnya menghargai tawaran
pemimpin pancaragam dan pengarah
muzik program televisyen, Encik Syawal
Kassim, agar beliau menyusun semula
lagu bagi program Juara Mic Junior dan
Anugerah.

Penyanyi dan juga lulusan Lasalle,
Bakti Khair, juga sumber inspirasinya ker-
ana menyebar ilmu secara berkesan kepa-
da kanak-kanak.

“Saya bertekad menjadi guru muzik
selepas tamat pengajian kerana suka ber-
kongsi ilmu dengan generasi mendatang.

“Bekerjasama dengan karyawan mu-
zik seperti Abang Syawal dan Kak Ann
Hussein memberi saya pengalaman baru.

“Tugas yang dikendalikan ini perlu-
kan keberanian menyusun semula se-
suatu yang sedia ada dan menggabung-
kannya dengan idea baru.

“Banyak projek baru yang saya nanti-
kan selepas tamat pengajian. Ia memberi
saya semangat bagi terus mencipta dan
meneroka sesuatu yang bermakna buat
persada muzik tempatan,” katanya lagi.

Repertory Theatre (SRT).
Beliau juga terlibat dalam bebe-
rapa persembahan tarian malah

yang boleh
daripada fenomena K-Pop.

Ketika ditemui di Lasalle
kelmarin, Encik Nur Afig, anak keti-
ga dalam empat beradik, berkata:

“Minat terhadap dunia muzikal
berputik sewaktu di sekolah mene-
ngah. High School Musical mem-
buatkan saya tertarik dengan dunia
tarian dan nyanyian serentak.

“Saya dan mak cik saya juga ge-
mar berkaraoke pada masa lapang.

“Sayangnya, ibu saya tidak begi-
tu saya menceburi

ga kurang

Mujurlah, setelah meyakinkan
ibunya bahawa bidang seni juga
boleh membawa ganjaran rezeki ji-
ka beliau bergelar pendidik seni
kelak, anak muda itu mendapat res-
tu unfuk meneruskan pengajiannya
dalam bidang persembahan di Mak-
tab Seni Lasalle.

Menyusuli kursus_Diploma
Dalam Encik Nur

s ot S Pt g
nak cari rezeki.

“Saya sertai kursus kejuruteraan
kerana itulah harapan ibu. Lama-ke-
lamaan, saya dapat pujuk ibu dan
beliau akur bidang seni merupakan
kekuatan saya.

“Beliau lihat saya suka mengajar
anak kecil menari. Saya anggap
b

Afiq meneruskan pengajian dalam
kursus fjazah Sarjana Muda Sastera
(Kepujian) dalam Teater Muzikal di
institusi itu.

Beliau yang kini di ambang mu-

dak-budak ini seperti anak saya
sendiri. Kalau mereka berjaya, saya
tumpang gembira.”

Antara muzikal yang pernah di-
jayakannya adalah The LKY Musi-
cal olch syarikat teater, Singapore

kolektif tariannya
sendiri, MT Unite.

Setiap malam Isnin pula diluang-
kan bagi menari bersama dan ber-
kongsi idea terkini tentang menam-
bah warna pada setiap persemba-

an.

Mengulas tentang penglibatan-
nya dalam Aida yang berlangsung
antara 16 dengan 20 April ini di
Teater The Singapore Airlines di La-
salle, Encik Nur Afiq berkata:

“Kalau selalu saya suka jadi he-

10 yang baik hati, kini saya adalah
si penjahat yang sentiasa mencari
masalah, Ta watak yang mencabar
dan berat.
“Aida adalah kisah cinta, kese-
tiaan dan pengkhianatan. la meng-
gunakan muzik latar ciptaan Elton
John.”

Mengensi tesis K-Pop pula, be-
liau berkata:

“Saya rasa banyak yang bolch
industri muzik setempat pelajari
tentang fenomena K-Pop yang me-
nguasai pentas antarabangsa. Saya
mengupasnya daripada perspekif
pemuzik tempatan.”
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They had to undergo a lengthy journey in their education before finally being
accepted into the arts courses at LASALLE College of the Arts. These three youth,
who are about to complete their studies soon, have diverse backgrounds in differing
fields, from information technology, events management to engineering. They recall
their artistic journeys in and out of campus as they anticipate their final year project
presentations that will happen this month and next month. Journalist HARYANI
ISMAIL (haryani@sph.com.sg) reports.

Empowering experience on the global stage at iSing World in France

SWITCHING diploma courses was not something she had intended to do just
because she was following her heart.

From a Diploma in Information Technology at Temasek Polytechnic (TP), she went
directly to the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts to pursue theatre. However,
eventually, Miss Nur Shahirah Othman, 23, returned to her first love in the field of
singing.

As she brings her studies to a close in the Diploma in Music Programme at LASALLE
College of the Arts, she is grateful that this course has opened up the door to
financial rewards by giving her the exposure that she had always wanted.

Last year, Shai, the stage name she goes by, won the talent competition iSing
Singapore 2018. That victory brought her to France where she competed in the
international iSing World championship. She emerged among the top 15 best
performers in the competition. This year she emerged runner-up in yet another talent
competition, Safra Ultimate Talent 2019.

Her list of projects does not just end there. She has in fact just released her own
single, Fighter, which combines pop, R&B and rock.

For her final year presentation on 16 May, Miss Nur Shahirah will be one of several
LASALLE students involved in a concert tribute to the Queen of Soul, Aretha
Franklin. La Diva! Aretha Franklin and Her Music is something this young lady, who
has been singing since age three, has been eagerly anticipating.

Sharing at length about her artistic journey, Miss Nur Shahirah says, “Initially, | was a
devoted fan of Datuk Seri Siti Nurhaliza. Mum says as | grew into adulthood, my
interest shifted to English songs.

“Since my primary school did not have any choir, | joined the Drama Club to boost
my confidence. However, | realized that music was a field | loved after | won the song
writing competition for Total Defence Day. My teachers told me | had a natural talent
in composing songs that were easy listening for the general public.”

The choice of Information Technology at TP was made because her mother was not
comfortable with her enrolling in an art institution in order to pursue music.

“Like other parents, my mother worried about my future. She felt that with the
General Certificate of Education (GCE) ‘O’ Level certificate | had, it was best that |
enrol in the polytechnic and take up a course of study which could promise good
employment prospects like information technology,” she added.
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Miss Nur Shahirah only stayed in TP for a year, after which she followed up with
theatre studies in NAFA for another year.

“After finally being accepted into LASALLE with my mother’s blessings and support
from my siblings, | realized this is the best place for me where | could give my best.
In the first year, | certainly faced difficulties. | was criticized for my voice quality not
being melodious enough or that | should just stick to singing only Malay songs.
However, | felt my mastery of Malay was not quite polished enough for me to be able
to phrase the lyrics as beautifully as | could in English,” she shares.

Her experience at the competition in France was also a heart-racing one for her. She
learnt by observing the determination and confidence of the other participants from
all over the world.

“Among the things | learnt to do there was also what | need to do at the Aretha
Franklin tribute, which Is to sing from the heart without worrying about what people
are going to say.

“l want to continue composing music and one day compose for my beloved mother. |
know we often disagree because | have my own opinions. But in my heart, | love
her,” she also shares that her ambition had been to become a pre-school teacher.

Image Caption:

EMPOWERING HERSELF THROUGH MUSIC: Miss Nur Shahirah describes her
experience singing on the international stage at iSing World in France and emerging
among the Top 15 Performers as an eye-opening achievement. - Photographs by
HARYANI ISMAIL

The further the LASALLE undergrad travels, the wider his worldview

MELODIES depicting the wee hours of the morning are heard with insertions from
the Muslim call to prayer (azan).

There is also music from Malay bangsawan interspersed with poetry recitation.
The haunting tunes of a solo cello performance can also be expected.

These are some of the compositions created by Mr Danial Ariffin Azman, an
undergraduate from the BA(Hons) Music Programme specializing in Composition
and Arrangement at LASALLE College of the Arts, for his final year recital on 18
April.

Mr Danial, 28, who regards the legendary orchestra conductor the late Ahmad Jaafar
as his idol, uses the meeting of music from East and West which is very close to his
heart as the central theme for his works. The recital will last for 22 minutes and is
replete with his own original compositions.

The topic of the meeting of East and West is also the theme of his final year honours
thesis which explores the identity of new music produced by incorporating traditional
bangsawan and dikir barat. Such melodies are then mixed with Western music.
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During the interview at LASALLE the other day, Mr Danial explains that music is very
close to his heart due to his early exposure to the local youth orchestra.

“Although | had enrolled in Business Studies and Events Management at the Institute
of Technical Education (ITE), music had already been an integral part of me since
my youth. Sometimes people are amazed at how a young man like me can
appreciate the music of bygone eras through the likes of Kartina Dahari, Black Dog
Bone and Zubir Said even though | was only born in the 1990s.

“l once got to watch the late Ahmad Jaafar lead an orchestra. My dream of becoming
like him has inspired the direction of my musical performances. Although the
recording techniques of those times were not as sophisticated as those of today,
there is something priceless captured in the music of yesteryears. It has ensured
they remain evergreen when one looks at them through their melody and lyrics,”
explains Mr Danial.

For his thesis, he met with the winner of Anugerah Jauhari Harapan Berita Harian,
Miss Syafigah ’Adha Mohamed Sallehin who is also hard at work with her own
creation which combines dikir barat music with modern Western melodies.

Mr Danial is excited about each experience and opportunity that he gets, whether it is
working with the Singapore Malay Orchestra (OMS) or its youth wing, Youth OMS.

As the current associate director of music at Nusantara Arts, he also appreciates the
opportunity to be with the Singapore Armed Forces artistic wing, the Music & Drama
Company.

“For two and a half years, | was with the SAF band at Rockhampton for various
events including putting up free public concerts. We featured Singaporean music that
put forth the identities of our local Malays, Indians and Chinese. There were also
some compositions from Australian musicians presented at the same events. The
visit opened my eyes to efforts aimed at introducing Singaporean music to foreign
countries,” he says.

According to Mr Danial, his network of contacts, whether they are former musicians
or new ones, has given him a lot of inspiration and opportunities to widen his talents.

For instance, he appreciates the offer by band leader and music director for a
television programme, Mr Syawal Kassim, to rearrange the music for the
programmes Juara Mic Junior and Anugerah.

Another source of inspiration for him is singer and fellow LASALLE graduate, Bakti
Khair, for his contributions in spreading knowledge to children in an effective way.

“l aim to become a music teacher after graduating as | love sharing my knowledge
with the future generation.

“Working together with musicians like Brother Syawal and Sis Ann Hussein has given
me a lot of rich experiences.

“The task | have to handle now needs me to be brave in rearranging something that
is already there and infuse new ideas into it. | anticipate even more new projects
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once | have completed my studies. They give me the determination to carry on
creating and exploring things that are meaningful and worthwhile for the local art
scene,” he adds.

Image Caption:

ANTICIPATING NEW PROJECTS: Mr Danial Ariffin Azman willingly accepts new
projects with open arms as they are a way for him to hone his talents and widen his
networks. — Photographs courtesy of DANIAL ARIFFIN AZMAN

‘High School Musical’ inspires love for the arts

Popular television musical, High School Musical, inspired Mr Nur Afig Abdul Talib to
pursue singing and dancing full time.

However, not wanting to go against his mother who was worried about his future, he
took up an electrical engineering course at the Simei Institute of Technical Education
(ITE) a few years ago. Mr Nur Afig’s 27-year-old heart was not keen on that field
though. Even his grades were not very satisfactory.

Fortunately, after convincing his mother that the arts too can reap rich rewards if he
was to become an arts educator one day, the young man got her blessings to pursue
his studies in performance at LASALLE College of the Arts.

Following his Diploma in Performance, Mr Nur Afiq carried on his studies to obtain a
BA(Hons) Musical Theatre from the same institution.

He is now preparing for the rock opera musical Aida as his final year presentation
and he has also just completed his thesis based on lessons learnt from the K-Pop
phenomenon.

When he was interviewed at LASALLE the other day, Mr Nur Afiq, the third of four
children, said, “My interest in the world of musicals was sparked when | was in
secondary school. High School Musical got me attracted to the world of dance and
singing simultaneously. My aunt and | also enjoy karaoke in our free time.
Unfortunately, my mother is not very keen on me pursuing the arts. She worries that
it may be difficult for me to make a living.

“I enrolled in an engineering course as that was my mother’s wish. Eventually, | was
able to persuade her and she admitted that the arts was my strength. She saw that |
enjoyed teaching children to dance. | treated these children like they were my own.
Whenever they succeeded, | shared their joy.”

Among the musicals that he has performed in is The LKY Musical by Singapore
Repertory Theatre (SRT).

He was also involved in several dance performances and is himself a founder of his
own dance collective, MT Unite. He dedicates every Monday to dancing together and
sharing ideas on how to add colour to each performance.



Source: Berita Harian © Singapore Press Holdings Limited.
11 April 2019, Page 10
Permission required for reproduction

Recounting his involvement in Aida which will be performed from 16 to 20 April at
The Singapore Airlines Theatre in LASALLE, Mr Nur Afiq says:

“Usually | prefer to be the kind hero, but this time | play the bad guy who is always
looking for trouble. It is a challenging and demanding role. Aida is a story of love,
loyalty and betrayal. It makes use of Elton John’s compositions as the musical
backdrop.”

On his K-Pop thesis, he has this to say: “I feel there is much the local music industry
can learn from the K-Pop phenomena which has dominated the international stage. |
examined it from the perspective of a local musician.”

Image Caption:

ARTISTIC SOUL: Mr Nur Afig shifted from engineering at ITE to Performance and
Musical Theatre at LASALLE College of the Arts because he was convinced those
were the skills which would empower him.




