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Ministers and MPs dressed in uniquely Singaporean NDP attire, designed in 
collaboration with local designers 

 
When the Ministers and MPs made their entrance during this year’s NDP, those who were 
watching the proceedings may have noticed that quite a number of them were wearing red 
and white outfits with local designs. 
 
Ms Sim Ann, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Communications and Information & 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, is the one who introduced her colleagues to 
these locally-designed clothes. 
 
Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and Family Development, wore a piece designed by 
Eileen Yap, 43, in collaboration with special needs teenagers. Eileen is the founder of 
“Singapore Fashion Runway”, a local social enterprise. The shirt’s design is based on 
Singapore’s national flower, the Vanda Miss Joaquim orchid. In a Facebook post of himself 
wearing the customised costume, Mr Desmond Lee urged the public to support those with 
special needs through meaningful ways such as this. 
 
In fact, Mr Desmond Lee wasn’t alone in wearing works made by those with special needs at 
NDP. According to Eileen, the floral designs were drawn by Amirul and Farhana, students 
from the Mountbatten Vocational School. Singapore Fashion Runway then used their 
designs to produce the clothes.  
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Other than supporting those with special needs, some Ministers also utilised the works of 
local artists to showcase unique local styles. Such works include those of renowned 
Singaporean batik artist, Sarkasi Said, and watercolour artists, Aaron Gan and Phuay Li 
Ying. 
 
Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Minister for the Environment and Water Resources & Minister-in-charge 
of Muslim Affairs, and Mr Chee Hong Tat, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Trade and 
Industry & Ministry of Education, wore red and white “Singaporean batik” produced by 
Sarkasi Said. At NDP two years ago, Mr Amrin Amin, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Home Affairs & Ministry of Health, wore an outfit hand-painted by Sarkasi Said. 
This year, he did the same. 
 
Mrs Josephine Teo, Minister for Manpower & Second Minister for Home Affairs, wore a 
dress with a clean and elegant design from local fashion brand, Ying The Label. The dress 
is the product of a collaboration between Phuay Li Ying, the founder of the label, and Aaron 
Gan. 
 
Phuay Li Ying also has a series of works entitled “Singapore Stories”. These were inspired 
by her parents’ hobbies in their younger days, and include motifs of jumping spiders on 
bougainvillea, and saga seeds etc. She said that, “Singapore is not only a country, it carries 
with her the memories of every generation of Singaporeans. I hope that wearing the clothes 
I designed would make people smile as they relive these memories.” 
 
Local socks brand—Freshly Pressed Socks—also made an appearance at the NDP, with 
designs inspired by the exterior of HDB flats and kueh tutu. On her Facebook account, Ms 
Sim Ann posted photos of Dr Vivian Balakrishnan, Minister for Foreign Affairs, and MPs for 
the Holland-Bukit Timah GRC, Mr Liang Eng Hwa and Mr Christopher De Souza, wearing 
the trendy and adorable socks. 
 
According to Mr Baey Yam Keng, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Transport & 
Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth, last year, Ms Sim Ann started encouraging MPs 
attending the NDP to wear clothing designed by Singaporean designers. “She would also 
give us the contacts of some outstanding designers so that we could approach them.” 
 
As for Mr Baey Yam Keng, for the last three years, he has worked with a recent graduate 
from LASALLE College of the Arts every year to design his NDP outfit. He started doing so 
after attending The LASALLE Show Exhibition three years ago. 
 
This year, 23-year-old Ye Jialin, a recent BA(Hons) Fashion Design and Textiles graduate 
from LASALLE, was invited to design Mr Baey Yam Keng’s NDP outfit. 
 
After accepting the invitation, Jialin decided to come up with a design showcasing local 
characteristics. A meticulous designer, she even prepared a scrapbook to record her design 
ideas. “In the beginning, I considered Nyonya culture, wooden clogs, wooden fish, and 
Merlion plastic bags etc. But we wanted to be unconventional, so I settled on the ang ku 
kueh in the end.” 
 

She also revealed that initially, she wanted to highlight the 寿 character, meaning longevity, 

on the ang ku kueh. Subsequently, she learnt through her research that the number of lines 
on a tortoise’s shell increases with age, with a line added every year. She thought this rather 
special, and decided to draw 53 lines on the ang ku kueh, before deconstructing it to come 
up with the design for Mr Baey Yam Keng’s NDP outfit. 
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Image captions: 
 
Member of parliament Gan Thiam Poh  (from left), Mr Amrin Amin, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs & Ministry of Health, Mr Chee Hong Tat, Senior Minister 
of State, Ministry of Trade and Industry & Ministry of Education, Rahayu Mahzam, Chong 
Kee Hiong, Saktiandi Supaat, Dr Tan Wu Meng, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs & Ministry of Trade and Industry and Mr Zaqy Mohamed, Minister of State, 
Ministry of National Development & Ministry of Manpower, wearing batik-style costumes 
designed by renowned local Malay artist, Sarkasi Said to this year’s NDP. (Taken from Sim 
Ann’s Facebook) 
 
Mr Desmond Lee, Minister for Social and Family Development (front row, centre) wearing an 
outfit designed by Eileen Yap, founder of Singapore Fashion Runway to the NDP, while Mr 
Baey Yam Keng, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth 
(back row, left) wearing an outfit inspired by the Ang Ku Kueh and produced by Ye Jialin, a 
graduate from the LASALLE College of the Arts. (Taken from Desmond Lee’s Facebook) 
 
Ms Grace Fu Hai Yien, Minister for Culture, Community and Youth (left), Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Minister, Prime Minister's Office, Second Minister for Finance & Second Minister for 
Education (centre) wearing clothing designed by Phuay Li Ying; while the dress that Mrs 
Josephine Teo, Minister for Manpower & Second Minister for Home Affairs is wearing is a 
collaboration between Phuay Li Ying and watercolour artist, Aaron Gan. (Taken from Grace 
Fu Hai Yien’s Facebook) 

 
         

 


