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Female graduate bags LASALLE’S Award for Excellence after going against
parents’ wishes to study Musical Theatre

Reported by Chen Keyang
tanky@sph.com.sg

Lu Jing Yi spent six years persuading her parents before they agreed to let her enrol
in an arts college. During her three years of BA(Hons) Musical Theatre studies, she
spent long hours practising every day. Finally, the 22-year-old is ready to realise her
dream of becoming a performing artist.

Jing Yi has been attending music and dance lessons from young. After her PSLE,
she initially thought of applying to the School of the Arts Singapore (SOTA).
However, her parents wanted her to take the more conventional path of taking her
GCE O-Levels, followed by A-Levels, before heading to university.

Unwilling to go against her parents, Jing Yi headed to CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’ School
before completing her A-Level examinations at St Andrews Junior College.

During her six years in secondary school and junior college, Jing Yi joined dance as
a CCA and was a Music Elective Programme (MEP) student. These laid down a solid
foundation for her to become a Musical Theatre performer.

When the time came for her to apply to university, Jing Yi told her parents, “ will
work hard to graduate but | also hope that you will let me choose the course | want in
this last phase of my education.”

In the end, she enrolled in the BA(Hons) Musical Theatre Programme at LASALLE
College of the Arts. Her determination and years of hard work finally paid off when
she graduated with First Class honours as the top student in the course.

During LASALLE’s 32nd Convocation ceremony held yesterday afternoon, she also
received the McNally Award for Excellence in the Arts, which is awarded to
LASALLE’s most outstanding student of each year’s graduating cohort, from the
Minister for Trade and Industry, Mr Chan Chun Sing.

The BA(Hons) Musical Theatre course is an arduous one. Jing Yi had to report to
school by 8.30am every morning for fithess training and dance practice. This was
followed by vocal training and rehearsals. She was often kept busy in school until
10pm at night.

Selected to Become an Assistant Music Director

At the recommendation of her school mentor, Jing Yi was given the chance to
participate in the musical Meng Jiang Nu (The Great Wall: One Woman'’s Journey),
an English musical performed by an international cast during the second year of her
studies in LASALLE. She was the main keyboardist, and she discovered her love for
performing in the orchestra then. Subsequently, she took part in musical production.

Following this, she was talent-spotted by a visiting artist at LASALLE to join the
theatrical company helming Grease -The Arena Experience, and will be heading over
to Australia next year to be an assistant to the Music Director.
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A freelancer at present, Jing Yi is excited about her upcoming work. “Even though
what a music director does is not part of what | learnt in school, the performances |
took part in over the last few years have taught me much. Now is the time for me to
accumulate experience.”

During yesterday’s graduation ceremony at LASALLE, there were a total of 834
graduates, amongst which 333 received Diplomas, 429 received a Bachelor with
Honours, and a further 72 received their Master of Arts, including the first cohort of
six in MA Creative Writing.

Quote:

“I would work hard to graduate but | also hope that you would let me choose the
course | want in this last phase of my education,” Lu Jing Yi told her parents before
going to university.

Image caption:

Graduating as the top student of LASALLE’s School of Dance and Theatre, Jing Yi
participated in musical theatre performances while in school, and has been invited
overseas to take on the role of Assistant Music Director. (Photograph by Chen Laifu)




