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Student artwork showcases the fusion of diverse Indian cultural traditions 
 

  
 
The 39th convocation of LASALLE College of the Arts was held at Singapore Expo, with 
Minister for Manpower, Dr Tan See Leng, gracing the occasion and congratulating the 
graduands. 
 
Thirishaa Selvaraj, 22, believes that art is the most powerful way for her to express her 
perspective on life and relationships. 
 
She adds that, in particular, art inspired her to explore and better understand her relationship 
with her mother.  
 
She recalls, “My relationship with my mother was a bit complicated in the beginning.” 
 
Trisha, who was born in Penang, Malaysia, moved to Singapore at a very young age. She says 
she had a strong passion for the arts even back then.  
 
She adds, “I wasn’t interested in the typical office job; I knew I wanted to pursue art as my 
career. My passion for art led me to join LASALLE College of the Arts, where I studied Fine Arts 
for two years.” 
 
Trisha says that, as a proud Indian woman, her art has always reflected the richness of Indian 
culture. 
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Recently, as part of her lessons, she exhibited a piece of artwork created using rice flour 
Kolam.  
 
She also explained, “I created that piece using ‘sikku kolam,’ a traditional design common in 
Indian households. It reflects the issues of the society.” 
 
Furthermore, she mentioned that her creations are also inspired by various Indian mythologies.  
 
Trisha also mentioned, “I’m drawn to mythologies that feature strong female characters.” 
 
She showcased an example of her artwork, where she created a human form using sarees, 
inspired by the character of Draupadi from the epic Mahabharata. 
 
Trisha shared that she is deeply interested in exploring any concept or idea that helps her 
express her artistry.  
 
She said, “My goal is to keep going. Even if I fail, I’ll persist and move forward.” 
 
On 8th August, 774 students from various art programmes at LASALLE College of the Arts, 
including Trisha, were awarded diplomas, BA (Hons) degrees, and master’s degrees. 
 
Minister for Manpower, Dr Tan See Leng, who was the guest of honour at the 39th convocation 
of the LASALLE College of the Arts, held at Singapore Expo, congratulated the graduands.  
 
He said, “Art and design are relevant to every aspect of our lives and they play a role in every 
field.” 
 
Dr Tan also spoke about the recent improvements in Singapore's art and design scene. 
He also shared that Singapore’s first design museum, along with the SG Culture Pass which 
will be launched in September, will provide significant support and create opportunities for 
local artists. 
 
Sixteen exceptional graduates were awarded the LASALLE Award for Academic Excellence. 
Furthermore, nearly 50 postgraduate students are expected to participate in a Convocation 
scheduled for November this year and receive their degrees. 


