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Encountering art and redrawing a new life from behind bars

Amos Vincent Wong (Huang Mingdao) participated in workshops in prison, seriously learning
painting and watercolour for the first time. Just a few months of courses ignited his boundless
interest and motivation for artistic creation.

Life behind bars caused Amos Vincent Wong to lose his freedom, but it also allowed him to
encounter art, find a new goal, and from then on, embark on a new life.

Amos Vincent Wong (33 years old) successfully enrolled in LASALLE College of the Arts after
being released from prison and has just completed a Diploma in Fine Arts this year. If not for
the legal punishment he received, he might still be drifting along day to day, sinking deeper and
deeper into the mire of drugs.

He said that he started taking drugs in his early twenties under the influence of his circle of
friends, and later even sold drugs. However, he could not escape the law. He was eventually
tracked down by law enforcement and sentenced to five years in prison at the age of 25 for
drug-related offenses.

A future that was originally dim and bleak was changed by art. Amos participated in workshops
in prison, seriously learning painting and watercolour for the first time. Just a few months of
courses ignited his limitless interest and motivation for artistic creation. Later, during his
imprisonment, he was given the opportunity to paint regularly, and his works were sold through
the Yellow Ribbon Project. He then resolved to further his studies in art after being released
from prison.
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Colour blindness could not stop Amos’s ambition to pursue art. He said he didn't realise he
was colour-blind until he needed to wear glasses in primary school.

At first, some adjustment was needed in the creative process but the impact was not
significant. After all, the value of art lies in freely expressing creativity, and there is no right or
wrong.

Amos enrolled in LASALLE College of the Arts with his N-level qualifications and submitted a
portfolio of works created over the past few years. The moment he learnt that he was admitted,
he was both excited and worried, concerned about how to afford the tuition. Thanks to the
Yellow Ribbon Fund STAR Bursary, he was able to pursue his dream with peace of mind.

Amos excels at surrealist styles such as abstract painting, and also creates sculptures and art
installations. Next year, he will enter RMIT University to pursue a bachelor’s degree in fine arts,
and in the future, he plans to continue studying for a master’s degree and become an art
therapist.

Amos said: “My experience proves that the power of art has no limits. It can heal people’s
hearts and guide them in finding themselves. When | was in prison, | felt that my freedom was
taken away but through artistic creation, | felt freedom. | want to also help others through art.”

He feels that society is increasingly accepting of the reintegration of formerly incarcerated
people, and willing to support them.

“So we must not give up on ourselves. We must work hard towards our goals, and believe that
there are opportunities waiting for us.”



