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LASALLE – The artist's dream home

LASALLE College of the Arts recently celebrated its 40th anniversary.

Many alumni shared their memories. One notable alumna of LASALLE, Usha Chandradas, who
studied MA Asian Art Histories and served as a Nominated Member of Parliament, reflected on
the numerous opportunities the college provided to support her artistic journey.
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Ms Usha said, “LASALLE introduced me to the arts and various innovative industries. It was
here that I met friends who supported me and helped launch the art magazine called ‘Plural Art
Mag’.”

Ms Usha reminisced about how the college provided her with numerous opportunities to meet
world-renowned artists and present her research papers. She also highlighted the budding
artists and students from various faculties. Ms Usha said, “Pursuing a career in the arts can
sometimes be challenging, but if this is what you truly want to do, I encourage you to stay the
course. Your work is important.”

Saleem Hadi, a former postgraduate student at LASALLE who excelled as a film producer,
writer and theatre artist, describes the institution as a beautiful sanctuary and place that
shaped his dreams.

“Although I had many unforgettable moments during my postgraduate days, the one that
stands out is receiving the Golden Point Award for my story,” says Saleem.

He further added that LASALLE’s educational structure and community continually create new
possibilities. He advised students and budding artists to protect their beautiful dreams—not
only from others but also from their own insecurities and fears.

Peter Seah, Chairman of LASALLE College of the Arts, stated that the courage and creativity of
LASALLE students are what define them.

"From the signage and artworks you see during your MRT commute and in HDB estates to the
songs we sing every National Day, the impact that LASALLE has made can be felt across the
lives of all Singaporeans," he remarked.

President Tharman Shanmugaratnam, the Guest of Honour at LASALLE's 40th anniversary
celebration, said, “LASALLE College of the Arts, together with its partners, is showing how the
arts can help spur economic innovation and uplift social wellbeing.”

LASALLE College of the Arts, established in 1984, has produced numerous artists who have
made significant contributions to the art industry, including recipients of the Cultural Medallion
and the Young Artist Award. LASALLE’s 40th anniversary celebrations will continue into 2025.


