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Young people enrol in the new University of the Arts Singapore to pursue artistic dreams

and passion

By Hu Jiemei

First batch of student enrolment met with enthusiasm

Zhuang Chuhang, 27, who loves drama performance, and Kaeia Kwa, 22, who is interested in
media production and design, will continue their education journey at the newly established
University of the Arts Singapore (UAS). They are looking forward to having greater development
in their respective fields in the future.

Kaeia Kwa, who studied media production and design at Republic Polytechnic, entered the
workplace after graduation, designing corporate social media promotional content. Zhuang
Chuhang developed a strong interest in performing arts after joining the Chinese drama troupe
at Hwa Chong Institution. After serving in the military, he studied for a diploma in drama at
Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA).

These two young people will continue their education at the newly established UAS, and they
are looking forward to having greater development in their respective fields of arts and design.
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The University of the Arts Singapore (UAS), which will start classes this week, is an alliance
between the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA) and LASALLE College of the Arts. It is the
first arts university in Singapore.

UAS is managed by a central body located in the National Design Centre, which is responsible
for coordination between the two arts institutions and awarding degrees. This private university
is funded by the government, while NAFA and LASALLE remain independent institutions and
continue to offer programmes at their respective campuses. In addition to the original
programmes, UAS has launched eight new bachelor's and master's degree courses, including
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Contemporary Chinese Theatres and Biophilic Design offered by
NAFA, and the Bachelor of Arts (Honours) Design for Social Futures and International
Contemporary Dance Practices offered by LASALLE.

Earlier, UAS estimated that the first bachelor's and master's programmes would have more
than 700 students. When asked, the institutions responded that student response to the
enrolment was enthusiastic but did not disclose the number of applications and admissions.

Professor Steve Dixon, the President of LASALLE, said, "The demand is high for a creative
education, as its value becomes increasingly recognised across multiple sectors. Over the
years, we’ve seen steady and consistent growth in applications, and this year is no exception.
I’m particularly pleased that our new programmes, which were designed to meet the changing
needs of a highly digitised, globalised world, have attracted a high level of interest. One
example is MA Music Therapy, which was oversubscribed well before its closing date."

Students responded enthusiastically to courses
Some courses already oversubscribed

The President of NAFA, Mrs Tan-Soh Wai Lan, pointed out that students responded
enthusiastically to the courses and some courses were oversubscribed. "Applicants also
include many polytechnic graduates and graduates of NAFA professional diploma courses.
Students with relevant professional diplomas can start university courses directly from the
second year. The enthusiastic response shows that parents and students attach great
importance to arts education."

Zhuang Chuhang, 27, is one of the students who got directly admitted to the second year. He
was also awarded the National Arts Council-NAFA Scholarship for his outstanding
performance. He will study the Contemporary Chinese Theatres course.

In an interview with Lianhe Zaobao, he said that after participating in the Hua Gang Theatre
Workshop when he was studying at Hwa Chong Institution, he found drama fascinating, and
loved the process of shaping different characters through analysis, exploration and experience.

In secondary three, he decided to pursue a career in drama. Worried that the arts path would
be difficult, his parents tried to dissuade him, but this did not change his goal. Seeing his
enthusiasm and persistence, his parents gradually became less opposed.
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Zhuang Chuhang has participated in the performances of local theatre groups and the
Singapore Hokkien Association’s Cultural and Art Troupe, including serving as an assistant
director for the show Sole Mate by The ETCeteras. He originally planned to work in theatre or
go abroad for further studies after completing the professional diploma course.

After hearing about UAS from NAFA teachers, he was attracted by the curriculum and teaching
team, and looks forward to learning from local drama workers, including Liu Xiaoyi, Li Xie and
others.

Zhuang Chuhang said, "Although performing work mainly depends on professional experience
and does not require a degree, it is good to have more professional knowledge. With a
university degree, you can also develop in many areas. In addition to theatre work, | also want
to teach in the future or do both. I have thought about returning to my alma mater to teach
drama because that is where my dream budded."

Polytechnic graduate enrolling in UAS for further studies after work

Another student, Kaeia Kwa, 22 ,who was also directly admitted to year 2, will study the BA
(Hons) Design for Social Futures programme. After graduating from a polytechnic, she joined
the workforce for a year. In addition to working in marketing and publicity content design, she
also started an online business and designed social media content for corporations. From
conception to the production of TikTok videos and other products, she did it all by herself.
During this period, she learnt that UAS was open for enrolment and decided to seize the
opportunity to apply for the school.

She said, "The Design for Social Futures programme focuses on future demands, and students
have more opportunities to solve problems through design. This is very practical and different
from what | have learnt before, which allows me to expand my knowledge. In addition to
design, | am also interested in teaching and am considering becoming a part-time lecturer in
the future. Being able to continue studying in university will help my future career
development."

Students studying in the two institutions also have the opportunity to take common UAS
classes together and interact. The common curriculum includes professional skills and
interdisciplinary learning.



