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Suffering from eye disease and losing a loved one, she turned grief into paintings and

successfully graduated
Reported by Wu Jiayun

Right before graduation, art student Eva Mansor was hit by a series of bad news. She
developed an eye condition and her vision deteriorated rapidly. Not long after, her adoptive
father was diagnosed with terminal lung cancer and passed away. Suffering multiple setbacks
within a year, Eva chose to work her grief into her painting and successfully graduated from
LASALLE.

Eva Mansor, 24, started painting at the age of eight and her vision has always been almost
perfect. Unexpectedly in August last year, she was diagnosed with retinitis pigmentosa. As her
condition worsened, her field of vision became narrower and narrower, and she could only see
one object clearly at a time, which seriously affected her ability to paint.

“When the doctor said | might lose my eyesight, | felt fear and anxiety I’'ve never felt before.”

Faced with unfinished studies and her adoptive father suffering from cancer, Eva decided to
focus on the present and be a responsible student and daughter. With the support of the
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school, she completed her graduation project and accompanied her adoptive father through
his last days.

“It is the most painful thing in the world to witness your loved ones approaching death day by
day.” She fused her observations of illness into a dark artistic style, using strong colours to
depict how one loses and finds oneself again.

Although she has successfully graduated, Eva's eyesight is still deteriorating. But she will not
put down her brush. “For me, art has never been just a career or a choice, but my instinct.”

LASALLE College of the Arts has 832 graduates this year, of which 388 have obtained an
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degree, 362 a Diploma, and 82 a Master's degree.

Minister for Transport and Second Minister for Finance, Mr Chee Hong Tat attended
LASALLE’s graduation ceremony on Friday (2 August) and presented this year's top student,
Elliott Tan, 26, with LASALLE’s highest honour—the McNally Award for Excellence in the Arts.

Elliott Tan, who studies contemporary music, is a “half-way convert” music student. She
originally studied psychology at a polytechnic but switched to music and sound technology to
pursue her music dream.

“l joined the school band and fell in love with music creation. It is a wonderful experience to
play music with a group of people.”

Though engaged in music production, she has been exploring the integration of music with
other disciplines. In her graduation thesis, she explored hyperpop and hyperreality, providing a
sociological research perspective for this music genre that has emerged in recent years.

Elliott Tan is about to go to the UK to pursue a master's degree in sonic art.
Minister Chee Hong Tat affirmed the value of art to our nation’s economy and society.

In his speech, he said that art improved lives in all aspects. He cited the example that many
LASALLE alumni participated in the Art in Transit programme and exhibited their own works of
art in MRT stations, adding colour and fun to the daily lives of passengers.

Minister Chee also pointed out that this year, nine local artists’ works were selected for the
Venice Biennale, and four were selected for the Cannes Film Festival, highlighting the growing
international influence of Singaporean artists.

He also affirmed the value of art to the nation’s economy and society. “As our economy and
society place greater emphasis on user experience, innovation and design, employers are
increasingly seeing the value in graduates with creative training and experience.”



