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His father's bold fashion sense inspired his fashion collection 
 
By Nur Aqilah Syifa  
 
Mr Syukri Gray Ahmad did not take long to think about the theme of his final year project at 
LASALLE College of the Arts. 
 
At the time, the undergraduate student of fashion media and industries had been overcome 
with grief and longing for his beloved father, who passed away in 2020. 
 
The sadness inspired Mr Syukri, 26, to create his own fashion brand called 2702 ABSURDITY 
for his final year project as a tribute to his father. 
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Sharing with Berita Harian that it was his father's character that inspired him, Mr Syukri 
described the deceased as an individual who was "never afraid to stand out with his bold 
fashion choices". 
 
"I will never forget the one time he attended a Malay wedding ceremony wearing a black 
turtleneck shirt with a matching chain around his neck. The pants he wore were cargo shorts 
worn over sports compression pants with a pair of Adidas shoes," he said. 
 
Recalling those sweet memories, Mr Syukri said his father's sense of style really attracted the 
attention of many. 
 
"Malay men usually wear Malay clothes to weddings out of modesty, but I think my late father 
created his own form of modesty. 
 
"He didn't care what anyone thought about him, and I really admire him for that," said Mr. 
Syukri. 
 
Hence, he dubbed the project after his father's boldness. 
 
The word 'absurdity', or unreasonable, refers to that 'rebellious' spirit and his refusal to 
conform to society's norms. 
 
The number 2702 refers to his father's date of birth, which was 27 February. 
 
The project features a collection of sportswear and streetwear styles – a combination of his 
own and his father's fashion styles. 
 
Among the clothes featured are hoodies, black turtlenecked sweaters and collared soccer 
jerseys. 
 
According to Mr Syukri, each design of the collection was inspired by the graphic design and 
typography of his late father's wardrobe. 
 
"He died in 2020 before I completed National Service (NS) and started my studies at LASALLE 
College of the Arts. 
 
"Sportswear is a feature of my father's identity while streetwear is more my vibe. 
 
“Because of that, I combined the two to create a brand which reflects our style and values – 
from the perspective of authenticity and self-expression. 
 
"This also makes this project very personal for me," he said. 
 
His father's courage was so prominent that it seeped into Mr Syukri's psyche as a fashion 
activist, prompting him to also challenge any norms of today's society. 
 
This includes introducing elements of technology, specifically artificial intelligence, or 'AI', in 
generating campaign images and videos as part of promoting the clothing collection. 
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Expressing the incorporation of AI elements with art as something that is highly controversial in 
today's modern age, Mr Syukri is eager "to showcase something extraordinary and innovative" 
through his final year project. 
 
"Although AI is a hotly debated topic in the creative industry, I see it as an opportunity to 
innovate and challenge the status quo. 
 
“By using AI to generate my brand's campaign images and videos, I aim to give viewers a 
glimpse into the future of fashion media. 
 
“I use AI as a tool to complement, not replace, human creativity. 
 
"I wanted to create something unique and thought-provoking in line with the essence of my 
brand, challenging norms and embracing individuality, making it a suitable choice even in the 
face of controversy," he said. 
 
Commenting on the process behind the use of AI, Mr Syukri also emphasised that it is not just 
about randomly generating designs for his collection. 
 
In fact, it is a product of celebrating the combination of technology and creativity. 
 
“I will physically design the shirt first, and then use Photoshop to render it on the AI models in 
my campaign images. 
 
“I created each part manually and produced them before incorporating them into the AI 
visuals.” 
 
In fact, Mr Syukri's involvement in the world of fashion happened by accident. 
 
Armed with a Diploma in Information Technology from Polytechnic Republic, he switched to 
the fashion industry after working part-time at several shoe stores, such as Nike and SEEK 
Official, in Singapore. 
 
Immersing himself in the streetwear subculture, he began to appreciate more the unique and 
expressive nature of streetwear culture. 
 
From there, he was exposed to the close ties that exist in the ‘streetwear community’ and was 
fascinated by how they use their skills to connect with consumers and create interesting 
narratives about the products on offer. 
 
“I decided to study fashion for my degree because I didn't have a deep interest in IT. It did not 
resonate with me. I did not feel fulfilled entering the field. 
 
"My experience working in shoe stores inspired me to pursue a career in the fashion industry 
that combines my passion for shoes and streetwear with a desire to engage and inspire others 
through fashion," he said. 
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Now Mr Syukri aspires to spread his wings in the fashion industry by taking on roles such as 
marketing executive or merchandiser. 
 
In addition, he intends to work on the 2702 ABSURDITY brand in order to continue the legacy 
of his late father. 
 
"It is a personal journey for me. I want to infuse the brand with my own flair, create change and 
leave a mark in the world of fashion.” 
 
 


