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LASALLE programmes include technologies to prepare students for the future

With the fast-changing pace of technologies about to shake up the arts sector, LASALLE College
of the Arts embeds technologies in its programmes to help students gear up for the future.

LASALLE held its Convocation ceremony at the Singapore Expo Convention & Exhibition Centre
on Friday (Aug 4), with Minister for Communications and Information and Second Minister of
Home Affairs, Mrs Josephine Teo, as the Guest of Honour.

At the ceremony, she told the graduates: "In the creative arts, artificial intelligence (Al) may well
change much of what you have been expecting to do in your careers. For example, there has
been much concern that Al could displace jobs in the creative industry, leaving artists, designers,
and writers with fewer opportunities."

"For this reason, I'm reassured that technology is increasingly a part of the education at
LASALLE," she added.

Minister Teo pointed out that fashion graduates are aware of how to make use of the metaverse,
while students in film, animation and the performing arts are able to use virtual reality (VR) and
augmented reality (AR) technology to create immersive experiences.

A total of 832 students graduated from LASALLE this year. They included 385 who were awarded
diplomas, 378 who received Bachelor of Arts (Honours) degrees and 69 with Master’s degrees.
The highest honour went to Arts Management graduate Jordan Tham, 25, recipient of the McNally
Award for Excellence in the Arts. He was picked from among six candidates and was the first
BA(Hons) Arts Management degree-holder to receive this award.
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Mr Tham does not think that technology and the arts run counter to each other.

"From the invention of the camera to the creation of digital art using computer-generated imagery,
artists have always been embracing new tools and technologies," he said.

In his final-year dissertation, Mr Tham explored how museums and cultural institutions employ
AR technologies to create immersive interactive experiences for their audience. He also designed
a new assessment framework to measure the effectiveness of AR experiences in museums. On
top of that, he collaborated with the National Heritage Board to apply this framework to an AR
project that promoted Malay culture.

Besides discovering more possibilities in the synergy between technologies and the arts, Mr Tham
hopes to do his part to shape the cultural policies of Singapore, providing help to artists, designers
and creators via government funding so as to enable them to contribute to the development of
the local arts.

Ms Adelyn Koh, 21, who suffers from a rare disorder called Peters anomaly, received her Diploma
in Music from LASALLE. In an interview, she said that she has never been treated differently
during her three years at LASALLE. With the help of her lecturers and classmates, she breezed
through her campus life. Her mother Mary Lim, 50, said LASALLE made her daughter become
more confident. For the first time in her life, said Madam Lim, Ms Koh stopped resisting going to
school, thanks to the acceptance she gained from her lecturers and classmates.



