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By winning an award with Malay dance, two Singapore dancers grab a spot in Spain 
 
Overcoming multiple cultural, language and injury challenges at the last minute, two final year 
students from LASALLE’s School of Dance and Theatre, Miss Jocelyn Tay and Miss Natasha 
Koo not only succeeded in performing a Malay dance in Japan, they also captivated the judges 
enough to be picked to represent Asia at a prestigious dance party in Spain. 
 
Under the guidance of their lecturer and choreographer, Mr Fairul Zahid, 34 years old, the two 
young dancers succeeded in winning the Masdanza Award at the Yokohama Dance Collection 
2022 recently. 
 
Speaking to Berita Harian (BH), Mr Fairul said the nine-minute performance presented by his 
two students shed light on the issues of women leaders in the community and was titled Sopan. 
 
"This dance raises women's issues which highlight the ability of Malay women to become 
leaders in a society," added the lecturer who took two weeks to research and create the 
choreography for the dance. 
 
Miss Tay says making the Malay dance a success was a new challenge for her and Miss Koo. 
Among other things, they had to perform with a sarong cloth wrapped around their upper body 
to showcase Malay tradition. 
 
"We have various dance backgrounds such as ballet and Chinese dance. Practicing Malay 
dance is indeed challenging because the movements, like the hand movements, are different," 
she says. 
 
While preparing for the show, the two students, who are 20 years old, faced various challenges. 
 
Miss Koo injured her leg and back, causing her to be unable to dance for several weeks while 
Miss Tay suffered an injury on her right shoulder. 
  
Despite this, the dancers focused on recovery and watched their video exercises and showed 
up for practice upon their recovery. 
 
The Yokohama Dance Collection is no ordinary competition. 
 
A total of 200 participants from various countries took part but only eight teams were selected to 
participate in the competition. 
 
“Getting the opportunity to perform at the Yokohama Dance Collection is a prestigious moment 
for all of us,” says Miss Koo. 
 
"We were picked as finalists and practiced hard every day to perfect our movements," says Miss 
Koo. 
 
"We were constantly being reminded by our lecturer, Mr Fairul, who always does his best even 
when he is sick. 
 
"Mr Fairul was diagnosed with colon cancer in 2016 but he still attended his dance practices 
and performed even after his chemotherapy," she adds. 
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This experience which Mr Fairul shared with his dancers gave them the motivation to cultivate 
discipline and put their heart and soul into their dance. 
 
This spirit paid off during the Yokohama Dance Collection, where the judges were impressed by 
their choreography. 
 
Unexpectedly, they were awarded the prestigious Masdanza Award, and they will represent 
Asia for the first time at the Spanish Masdanza Festival in October next year. 
 
"When our names were announced, we couldn't believe it. This is indeed the biggest 
achievement and the first time in the country's history that Southeast Asia has won such an 
award," said Miss Tay. 
 
For the time being, Miss Tay and Miss Koo are preparing for their performance in Spain, also 
under the guidance of Mr Fairul. 
 
"We will be performing Sopan and the dancers can still expect more changes and refinements 
to the choreography," said Mr. Fairul. 
 
 


