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Duka Lara, a film about a lonely fisherman, brings a young director to Kosovo 
 
Two weeks before filming of the short film Duka Lara began, the producer of the project, Nuryn 
Adryana Abdul Halim, faced the withdrawal of both the director and scriptwriter of the film. 
 
So Nuryn, 24 years old, had to fill both these roles and even assume the director’s mantle for 
the short film for the first time. 
 
Unexpectedly, Duka Lara, which tells the story of a fisherman who faces loneliness while living 
on a fish farm until a mystery occurs, was recently selected for a short documentary festival in 
Kosovo, the 21st DokuFest under the International Short Film Contest programme. 
Ms Nuryn also enjoyed the opportunity to fly to Kosovo to build a network of contacts with 
directors from all over the world while vacationing in the country. 
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The experience of producing Duka Lara was among the experiences shared by Ms Nuryn with 
Berita Minggu on the eve of her graduation ceremony from the BA(Hons) Film programme at 
LASALLE College of the Arts on 14 October at the Singapore Expo. 
 
"Duka Lara is the story of a fisherman who should have returned to his home village. 
Unfortunately, he was unable to do so for some reason.” 
 
"When he was abandoned in the loneliness of the farm, he seemed to dream of a woman while 
in a state of semi-consciousness. His conversations with the woman depict how loneliness can 
create something that is difficult to understand or imagine.” 
 
"It's quite a mystery because the man is actually having a conversation with himself to express 
what he really wants.” 
 
“Personally, this film left an impression on me, especially when it was chosen to be screened in 
Kosovo.” 
 
“When the film travelled far and I myself was able to attend the 21st DokuFest, it was such a 
dream comes true for me,” explained Nuryn, who joined the film industry because she has been 
interested in aspects of television content and writing television scripts since she was young. 
 
She is very grateful to one of her lecturers, who sent the film Duka Lara for the film festival, 
even though the deadline for submitting entries had expired by that time. 
 
"The organisers of this festival liked the work and agreed to show it. I also got invited to Kosovo 
in mid-August to meet and build a network of contacts with many film representatives and 
professionals from various countries.” 
 
"I was also attracted to the way this festival was held in a small town, where it was marketed as 
a compulsory event, popular and awaited by many, including film lovers from abroad.” 
 
"Kosovo really does care about history and culture, as emphasised in this short documentary 
festival," she explains. 
 
The filming of Duka Lara was done on commercial fish farms around Changi since during the 
pandemic, border closures made filming impossible in Malaysia. 
 
According to Nuryn, her team was lucky enough to meet the owner of the farm, who completed 
everything, including the construction of the farm and the plants in the middle of the ocean, all 
with his own effort. 
 
"We camped at the farm for a week. The sweat poured into the filming of Duka Lara was worth 
every drop. Even more touching for me is the fact that the film was brought to Kosovo. 
Additionally, it is a sign that I do have something or perhaps even a directing talent to contribute 
to Singapore's film industry," she says. 
 
Nuryn, who currently works at a publishing company and is about to direct a short film about 
sexual harassment in the office environment and another on mother-child relationships for the 
video sharing platform Viddsee, also wrote the script for the short film Noda while at LASALLE. 
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That film, she explains, tells the story of a woman who, on her wedding day, tries to find her 
biological father so that he would be able to marry her off. 
 
"In writing the script for this film, I contemplated the experiences that Malay women go through 
on the eve of their wedding — why guardians are important and how meaningful the role of a 
father is at that moment when he is entrusting the care of his child to a man who will become his 
daughter's husband.” 
 
"You know, I come from a family of five sisters," she quips. 
 
When asked what her advice is for young people who want to become film professionals, Nuryn 
says: "Watch more films, be it commercial films, foreign films or art films. Some say art films 
don't portray the truth.” 
 
"For me, an effective film is one that sincerely comes from the heart of an artist or film student. If 
you are the screenwriter of the movie, write what you know about a character so that the 
audience can immerse themselves in it. With experience, what you produce can definitely relate 
to the life of whoever is watching,” she adds. 
 
"What I like about participating in international film festivals is the opportunity to attend 
workshops that can help young directors learn from experienced film professionals. 
 
Participating in this film festival can motivate young film directors to produce films that are 
enjoyed by large audiences. Among my fondest memories of being a young film director who 
had the opportunity to bring her work to Hollywood was meeting the individual who lends his 
voice to the cartoon characters Goofy and Pluto.” 
 
“My advice to film students who want to submit their work for a festival is to make a film about a 
topic close to your heart. Everyone has a different and unique experience. If you make a film 
about a topic that you are not sure about, it is important to do research and get expert advice on 
that topic so that your film is accurate in terms of logic and information and does not offend 
anyone.” 
 
“Use films to share stories from the community itself – something that audiences and 
professionals at this international film festival can learn about our culture. Don't be afraid to try 
something new and focus on sharing stories that can be enjoyed by many people." 

 


