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Lighting illuminating the stage

Locally, this industry is dominated by men. Vivienne Chong hopes that more women
who are passionate about lighting technology can join in the future.

Reported by Wang Kaiyi

A guest lecture at the university inspired Vivienne Chong's passion for lighting
technology. Although the profession is physically demanding, she gets an adrenaline
rush each time she experiences the ambience for an installation created by lighting
which she was involved in.

Vivienne Chong, 26, is a freelance lighting assistant. When she graduated from
Nanyang Technological University with a major in mass media management, she
thought of continuing her studies abroad due to poor grades. However during an
internship, a conversation with a director changed the direction of her life.

"The director asked me at the time, ‘why not try to enrol in LASALLE College of the
Arts?’ Following his advice, | searched for some information and submitted the
application form."

Subsequently, she was successfully admitted to LASALLE’s BA(Hons) Film
programme, where she was exposed to many fields of film production such as prop
design, set making and film scoring. However, photography and lighting were more
appealing to her and her understanding of these aspects was also stronger.

The school once invited a senior lighting engineer from Japan as a guest lecturer,
who made her even more fascinated by lighting technology. She said, "the lighting
engineer made me discover that there are countless ways to create a specific lighting
effect."

The job of a lighting assistant is hard physical work and it is fairly common to get
bruises. She once went for a hospital examination when she was hit by a device on
the head at work. Fortunately, she was unscathed.

She is always exhausted after work but the sense of satisfaction makes her forget all
the fatigue when she sees the effect which her lighting produces.

Having worked in this industry for almost three years, she remembers that in one
production of a daytime scene filmed at night, an actor walked into the set and
marvelled, "wow, this is really like daytime." which made her feel that all the hard
work was worthwhile.

"There is an all-women team of lighting engineers from Peru that | really admire,
because they broke the fixed stereotype that women couldn’t be competent in this
line of work and couldn’t carry heavy objects."

This industry is dominated by men in Singapore and she hopes that more women
who are passionate about lighting technology can join in the future.



