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Healing music leads to honours degree 
 
Any mother would be saddened when her child gets ridiculed by his own relatives just because the little one does not excel in his 
studies and has difficulty sitting still due to Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD). This was the experience of Shakila 
Hamid, a singer in the legendary Singapore band Yezz, while she was raising her only son Muhammad Ridzuan Razali, who 
prefers to be called Ridz Razali. 
 
Nevertheless, all the trials and tribulations she went through to raise Ridz has paid off as he has begun to make a name for himself 
as a percussionist and singer who has performed several times at the Esplanade. The 27-year-old who has recorded several 
English songs such as Have You Ever, Be My Forever and Hold On To Me recently completed his BA(Hons) Music degree from 
LASALLE College of the Arts, attaining Second Class Upper Honours. 
 
“Ridz used to have difficulty concentrating in the classrooms. My husband and I were often called up by his teacher who shared 
about his lack of interest in his studies,” said Shakila. “Before his ADHD diagnosis, some from our own family would ostracise Ridz, 
stating how they did not want him to disturb their own children while they were studying. It saddens me greatly because he was just 
a child then and did not know anything.” 
 
Fortunately, Ridz’s parents noticed his interest in music as he was always drumming the table. “Music became therapy for Ridz as 
he tried to overcome ADHD. It was a positive way for him to channel his energies. My husband and I are so proud of him when his 
musical talents are acknowledged by other musicians,” she added. 
 
With the completion of his tertiary education, Ridz’s parents shared they are thankful that their son was able to discover a field he 
loves and is earnestly working to prove that ADHD is not a barrier to success. “I hope Ridz’s story will encourage parents and 
youths who are struggling with health conditions. Although a child may be slow to develop his potential, it does not mean there is 
no hope. It is always possible to achieve success through patience,” said Shakila. 
 
Ridz, who plays music for percussion group The Wicked Aura and jazz band The Jazz Djogets, explained that he has not given up 
acquiring knowledge as he wants to make his parents proud. “They went through a lot of hardships to raise me. Because of them, I 
was exposed to Motown at an early age and developed an interest in music. It is therefore only fitting that I thank them by giving my 
best in my studies at LASALLE,” he added. 
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Ridz shared that his final year at LASALLE was the most challenging as he had to develop a thesis. This was the first time he had to 
write such a lengthy academic paper and he poured a lot of a research into it. His thesis discusses the effects of electronic music 
genre ‘synthwave’, which was frequently used in the 1980s as soundtracks for action, science fiction and horror films. 
 
“Although I was not born in that era, I am interested to find out how such music is capable of evoking memories and feelings of 
nostalgia. This happens to me whenever I watch old sitcoms such as Full House, which had 80s music,” he said. “My lecturer 
suggested I can reinforce my thesis with music ontology hence I went on to examine aspects of music and the connections that unite 
them.” 
 
Among his many achievements at LASALLE, Ridz shared that he was happiest when his soundtrack for a documentary Vichora 
won ‘Best Original Music’ at the National Youth Film Awards 2020. Directed by Gurjeevan Singh Balrose, a fellow BA(Hons) Film 
student at LASALLE, the documentary tells the story of how Muslim, Hindu and Sikh families lived through a tense period of conflict 
when territorial disputes erupted between India and Pakistan in 1947. 
 
Ridz’s father, Razali Daee, is also proud of Ridz’s various accomplishments. “As a father, I pray for the best for him. Despite all the 
hardships he has endured, Ridz has achieved a lot,” he said. “I will always support him. I remember when he was young, Ridz 
loved Michael Jackson’s songs and would dance to them. Today, I’m happy to see that he has gained strength through music and 
will hopefully contribute to Singapore’s music scene.” 
 
 


