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Creative
leap for
tertiary
arts
education

Anew arts university will cater
to the needs of the student of the
2lst century. What are they?
Some thoughts, and awish list.
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The announcement of anew
university of the arts by Minister of
Education Lawrence Wong on
March3isabold strike amid the
coronavirus pandemic, volatile
economies, uncertain geopolitics,
changing demographics and

long way since the early days
of Government investment to
make Singapore avibrant global
cityofthearts.

Before Covid-19, attendanceat
artsand cultural events reached
a rccurdhigh 0f15.6 million in

unpr
hngher educanon and the ans and

ur ing 2018 srecord

such students who willbe the
architects of their own future
and communities.

While the industry will continue
todefine jobs, universities need to
expand their definition of
occupations. As all forms of jobs
become vulnerable inaglobally

and conservatoire models of
learning, both institutions are
highly regarded in the region, with
Lasalle ranked by the QS World
University World Rankingsas
No. 2in Asean among specialist
artsinstitutions.

Both have their distinctive

access, participation, workand
educationat the university.
The university should aspire to
beathoughtleaderandindustry
standard-setter in the creative
arts, regionally and beyond.
Through exchanges and global
collaborations, researchand

ise, it should enabl

ofls ‘million. ThEm i y

worldwide.
The university, to be private but
supponedbylheGovemment will

have tonot only

and
culmrally central fora
fast-evolving Smgapore to

of

be formed through
alliance between Singapore’s arts
institutions, Lasalle College of the
Arts (Lasalle) and the Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts (Nafa).
Bothwill remain as distinct
colleges, and the alliance will see
degreesawardedin the name of
the new university. It i

produce anew
artisticand creative talent.

Third, the alliance will bring to
the fore the centrality of Lasalle
andNafa'srolesin the culturaland
creative sectors. With the
combined strength of 120 years of
artseducationanda current
full-ti of

tobeachampion of(he am

over5,000inanarray of

rhey meet the fullarc

prepare graduates for
butal

The new arts
university under
an alliance
between Lasalle
College of the
Arts (left) and
Nanyang
Academy of Fine
Arts will be

earmarked by their
systems, smdem proﬁles

P
their focus in becoming centres of
ideas and innovation spaces that
willsupport the development of
students'lifelong learning.

Inthis regard, the new university
undera Lasalle-Nafaalliance will
be Singapore’s unique
contribution to the world of higher
education.

Tried-and-tested higher
educationalalliance models exist

Y
pole id
wbecomeahlghlydeslrablecltyof
the future. More imp it

of th
needs, andare poisedto drive
researcha

willhave catalyticimpact on the
arts, integrating them throughout
society, enhancing the social
resilience of Singaporeans through
reflectionand practice as seen
during the pandemic.

WHY AN ARTS UNIVERSITY, NOW?

Three keyaspects drive the need
for aspecialised arts university.

First, the future demands a
creativeand innovative-led
mindset to fuel economies in the
Fourth Industrial Revolution.

The World Economic Forum’s
Future of Jobs 2020 shows that
creativity, originality and initiative
rank within the top five emerging
skillsin demand in Singapore.
These happento be the core skills
that Lasalle and Nafa espouse in
their education. Thearts
university will enable the two
institutions to fortify their
strengths to better support various
sectors of the economy.

Second, thearts h; a

Theumvers:ryw:]l empower the
rwo mdependem culleges to

iveand
furure -looking cities. These
include the University of the Arts
London,whichhouses(he

aswell an,
performance-making; producing
Singapore’saward-winning
artists,and cultural scribes who
showcase the Republic’s talent
globally.

Thcnr new Ieap into the future

i A
educators to become
world-leading experts in the
creativearts.

And it must be a significant
engine of the culturaland creative
economy. Itshould bea “cool” site
ofincubation to develop the next
generation of artists, artist-led

plan for
rhem tofaceafast changmg

c
and collectives.

unique
contribution to
the world of
higher
education, says
the writer. It
should aspire to
be a thought
leader and
industry
tand

Through

creative economy.

VISIONS FORA FUTURE

The new university must be an
mspmngcen(re ofartsand culture

(a]en[plpelme develop
technology-inspired capability,
and further the future of artistic
craft, researchand discourse.

NEEDS OF THE'NEW' STUDENT
The “new” student of the 21st

century, born post-: 2000, isaware
thatlearning. be

London Collegeof
y

~where ideas and practice
ideologiesand philosophies,

Fashion, and the AP U
Applied Sciences in Belgium,
home to the prestigious Royal
Academy of Fine Arts and Royal
Conservatory of Antwerp.

methodsand ,and
peoplesand their cultures
cna]escc CO- exlsrandshare lt

cultural, corporate and
community-based organisations,
itshould be the first port of call for
the new, adventurous and
experimental. While enabling the
employability of graduates, the
university should be a key playerin
defining the culturaland creative
sector 2.0 for Singapore.

Auniversity’s purpose remains a
search for truthand the

push the boundaries ofart- makmg

AP University, in was
developed to “deepen the world
view ofits students” by creating
research and shared learning
ashealth

befitting
21st-century Singapore.

Itshould engage with
Stem-foct

ol
through knowledge. Lasalle and
Nafado this through reflexive
practice.

Thenew specialisedarts

found in many places, and they are
enriched by reaching out,

andwell-being, and science and

tcchnology
Nafa

locally and globally.

Exposed to technology, social
justice and global networks,
students’idea of workis also
changing; they can opt for
freelance and short-term project
workinstead ofa full-time,
institutionaljob.

Universities of the future need to
embarkon strategic alliances with
mdusrryand other educational

and Lasalle were founded by
prolificartist-educators Lim Hak
Taiin1938 and Brother Joseph
McNally in1984, who believed in
the significance of thearts to
humanity, wuh the latrer being
clear thatan i

science,
ineering and

illbe aunique,
pracnce -based institutionin

~ the first of its kind that

ey

cultivatea culture of collaboration
between the arts, sciences,
technologies and the study of the
future of the city-state.

Through the alliance, the
university willbecome Singapore’s
largest hothouse for artists,
artisan: -makers,

Singapore needed a soul through
thearts.

Today, armed witha portfolio of
distinctive pracnce ledarts

toengageanded

practices, d ateli

arts

potent cycle of
teaching, researchand
art-making, all in equal portions
atevery level of astudent’s
learning journey. These integral
features presenta value
propositionunlike any in creative
Singapore and the region.

com.sg

educatorsand more - astrong
value proposition to the mdustry
andregion. Thearts

© DrVenkaPurushothamanis deputy
president of Lasalle

must finda “home” through

College of the Arts.

in the creative
arts, regionally
and beyond.
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