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Local director Cho Jun Ming tackles sign language in his latest work 
 
“It was very difficult,” bemoaned local director Cho Jun Ming on his latest work 

My Only Sunshine. It tackles the subject of sign language. “The actor’s hand 

gestures have to be very accurate because any mistake could spell a different 

meaning entirely.” 

  

My Only Sunshine tells the story of a young mother who struggles with the 

guilt of not being able to give her Deaf daughter a complete home. Although 

the mother is not able to fully understand her daughter’s silent world, the child 

does not begrudge her and instead accepts her disability, regarding her 

mother as her ‘sunshine’.  

 

Jun Ming is a BA(Hons) Film student at LASALLE College of the Arts and this 

short film was a school project that he submitted for a competition organised 

by the Hainan Provincial Department of Tourism, Culture, Radio, Film, 

Television, Publication and Sports. The competition was strong, with entries 

hailing from other ASEAN universities and China such as the Beijing Film 

Academy. Though My Only Sunshine did not win any awards, Jun Ming said it 

was a great experience: “I felt very happy and honoured to have the 

opportunity to compete against other amazing young directors.” 

 

His fellow peer from the BA(Hons) Acting programme at LASALLE, Su Paing 

Tun, played the role of the mother while the daughter was a fresh face on the 

scene. “Both of them were really quick in learning sign language on the spot 

while on set. All she had as reference were videos made by a friend of mine 

who knew sign language,” he added. 

 
 
No dialogue 
 
Jun Ming is a director with a number of short films under his belt, including 

Special Jimmy which competed in the Mental Health Film Festival that was 

held in Singapore, New York and Toronto, but My Only Sunshine was his first 

attempt at shooting a film without any dialogue at all. “As the subject matter 

was quite sensitive, we had to do a lot of research before filming such as 

consulting with Deaf individuals about their experiences,” he shared.  

   

His inspiration for this project stemmed from a personal experience, relating 

that he once witnessed passengers on a train being less than friendly to a 

group of Deaf individuals who were conversing in sign language. “I wanted to 

say something on their behalf,” he said regrettably. “Except for their inability to 

hear and speak, they are not much different from us.” 
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It took a total of one month for My Only Sunshine to complete filming and Jun 

Ming shared: “It was very challenging from the onset due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. We had to be mindful about things such as the maximum number 

of individuals allowed on site etc.” 

   

Despite these complications though, the film has been well-received online, 

garnering many positive comments on social media just from the trailer alone. 

If possible Jun Ming hopes to be able to organise a screening of My Only 

Sunshine and several of his other works, which include shorts that highlight 

social issues in Singapore. When asked about his next film, Jun Ming 

revealed that he is planning to explore how teenagers are affected by the 

numbers on social media. 

 


