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The Ngee Ann Kongsi has donated $50 million to LASALLE to build new building

The Ngee Ann Kongsi has made a donation of $50 million to LASALLE College of the Arts for the building of a new teaching
building. Estimated to be completed in 2024 at the earliest, the campus extension will have facilities such as a broadcasting studio
and a music recital hall for students’ use. Members of the public will also be able to participate in free arts events such as

exhibitions and concerts.

To acknowledge this generous gift, the new building will be named The Ngee Ann Kongsi Building. It will be located on an empty

plot of land right next to the College’s McNally campus and Rochor MRT station.
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This donation is the largest ever made by The Ngee Ann Kongsi. The organisation had previously sponsored LASALLE for the
purchase of a grand piano and books for its library as well as the awarding of scholarships and bursaries.

This donation is the largest ever made by the Teochew foundation. The organisation had previously sponsored LASALLE for the
purchase of a piano and books for its library, as well as awarded scholarships and bursaries to students.

At the cheque presentation ceremony this morning, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Mr Heng Swee Keat witnessed
as guest-of-honour. In his speech, Mr Heng said that the cooperation between the two institutions is a testament to Singapore’s
development since its founding days.

He further added: “Today, many of us in Singapore do not find it out of the ordinary that a Teochew foundation would donate tens of
millions of dollars to an arts school founded by a Catholic order. But this is not something that happens readily in other parts of the
world today, and something that we should treasure and never take for granted.” Mr Heng went on to applaud The Ngee Ann
Kongsi’s support for the arts and education, and how this contributes significantly to the moulding and strengthening of Singapore’s
identity.

LASALLE’s current McNally campus spans a gross floor area of 35,000 square metres and is meant to accommodate 1,850
students. The college now has an estimate of 2,700 students and has been leasing spaces at Mediacorp and Winstedt Road to
meet their needs.

When interviewed this morning, Chairman of LASALLE, Mr Peter Seah said that such an arrangement is not ideal. With the
construction of a new building though, the school will be able to centralise facilities and students will no longer have to travel far for
classes.

“The advantages of the new building far exceed the savings in leasing fees. By locating students of different disciplines together, it
encourages cross-disciplinary collaboration and there is great value in this,” he said.

At 12 storeys high and a gross floor area of 20,000 square metres, LASALLE’s new teaching building will have a glass fagcade.

Other amenities include teaching and learning spaces that are flexible in nature, a music recital hall, a broadcasting studio and a
300-seater lecture theatre.
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The ground floor will also boast new gallery areas, and the school’s current library will also re-locate to this new space and be
upsized to house more books.

The College will also provide more facilities for members of the public to enrol in Continuing Education and Training (CET) courses.

The Ngee Ann Kongsi has been involved with the education sector in Singapore since 1933, setting up schools such as Ngee Ann
Primary School and Ngee Ann Secondary School.

Vice President of The Ngee Ann Kongsi and Chairman of the Donation & Charity Sub-Committee, Mr Richard Lee, said that while
The Ngee Ann Kongsi previously sponsored mainstream schools, the latest donation to LASALLE symbolised a new milestone for
the organisation and hopes the gift will promote outstanding arts education and culture in Singapore.

Established in 1845, The Ngee Ann Kongsi also donated $150,000 in March this year to sponsor more than 800 needy families a

year's worth of Lianhe Zaobao subscription. Mr Lee said that the organisation has plans to provide more support for sectors such
as healthcare and elderly care.
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