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Both struggled with confidence as to whether they will be able to achieve 
success in the arts. Now though, these two former Institute of Technical 
Education (ITE) students have proven the opposite. One of them is a music 
director for a national concert, while the other is an actor in a highly 
anticipated English theatre production. More on the success story of this duo 
who have just graduated with honours degrees from LASALLE College of the 
Arts. 
 
 
Playing to the tune of his own success 
 
Never give up on your journey in the arts, no matter the trials and tribulations 
encountered. 
 
That message by his father will forever be etched in the mind of ITE graduate, 
Mr Danial Ariffin Azman. At that time, his father was working as an operations 
executive in Doha, Qatar, and had to return to Singapore after a stroke. 
 
Danial, 28 years old, saw ITE’s events management programme as a 
doorway for him into the world of the arts. The positive and cheery young man 
has since obtained a Diploma in Sonic Arts from Republic Polytechnic, and a 
BA(Hons) Music degree, with a specialism in Composition, from LASALLE 
College of the Arts. 
 
His first opportunity came swiftly following graduation, when he was entrusted 
to arrange and direct music for national concert Soulful Silver Screen 
Melodies at the School of the Arts Singapore this Saturday. It was 
commissioned by the National Arts Council as part of Silver Arts 2019 – a 
festival dedicated to celebrating seniors and creative ageing in the arts. 
 
A young man with an ‘old’ soul, Danial is also thrilled to be arranging the song 
Keluhan for a tribute dedicated to singer-actress Saloma at the Malay 
Heritage Centre.  
 
“Some ITE graduates struggle with a sense of inferiority that they will never be 
good enough to be given positions of trust when on the hunt for a job,” he 
shared. 
 
“My advice to them is to maintain a positive mindset and to leverage on their 
strengths in the fields that they love. Your time at ITE can be an opportunity 
for self-empowerment.” 
 
Danial, who is a member of the Orkestra Melayu Singapura (OMS), is grateful 
for the opportunity to direct the music at Soulful Silver Screen Melodies. He is 
especially thankful for the faith placed in him by the concert’s band of 10 
musicians. 
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“I had to internalise classic Malay film songs from the 50s and 60s and quite 
frankly, I have never heard most of them before, like Rintihan Kamaruzzaman. 
 
“However, when I did the rearrangement, I realised that these songs were 
evergreen and their melodies can be remembered even after a long time. The 
lyrics are lovely and the singers have also given the songs a golden touch,” 
he added. 
 
Other work lined-up for Danial include arranging music for The Marsiling 
Chinese Orchestra, who is set to present a medley of songs from the Bee 
Gees and the iconic dance movie Grease (1978), at the Botanic Gardens this 
weekend. He looks forward to the challenge of rearranging English melodies 
to suit the accompaniment of traditional Chinese instruments. 
 
“In the past, I felt that my dream of becoming an orchestra leader like Ahmad 
Ja’afar was beyond me, and that my music studies was just something to 
finish as quickly as possible. Now though, after having obtained a first-class 
honours, I think I quite enjoy learning more about music, and can imagine 
myself getting a Master’s Degree next,” he said, ending on a positive note. 
 
One with the music: Danial Ariffin, who received a BA(Hons) Music degree 
with first-class honours from LASALLE College of the Arts, is excited to be 
challenged as a music director and arranger for some nostalgic pieces. 
 
 
Emerging out of his cocoon with the arts 
 
His high-pitched voice led to him to be ostracised and he consequently kept to 
himself. His family also could not quite grasp why he was so adamant at 
making a livelihood out of singing and dancing.  
 
Such was the situation Mr Muhammad Shafiq Haziq Suderman was in, just 
several years ago, when he was still studying logistics at an ITE. Taking it as 
part and parcel of his growth, he has since moved on from these experiences. 
 
At LASALLE’s 33rd Convocation, Shafiq graduated with honours from the 
Musical Theatre programme. This is his second time attending a convocation 
ceremony, with the first being at the Diploma level when he majored in 
Performance. 
 
The adept triple threat, who can act, sing and dance his way on stage, was 
talent-spotted even before graduation by Pangdemonium – a local theatre 
group with the mission to present productions which are challenging, inspiring 
and relevant to society without compromising on artistic value. He is set to 
star in their upcoming production, Urinetown. 
 
When he was interviewed recently at LASALLE, Shafiq said: “I can still 
remember that moment when I fell in love with the arts. It was when I joined 
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the musical ITE Show Choir and met many other talented youths who were 
equally in search of opportunities to showcase their talent without being 
disparaged or stereotyped. 
 
“In my heart, I was looking for something that could give me confidence and 
strength after my experience with being bullied.  
 
“Initially rehearsals were tough without my family’s blessing. They could not 
understand what a journey in the arts was like. But once they saw my 
performance and felt my passion, they have been my strongest supporters 
since.” 
 
Shafiq has learnt a lot about self-improvement, to set aside his ego, act 
professionally and to accept rejection when auditions fall through. 
 
“Preparing for Urinetown has been amazing. I’ve met with seasoned theater 
practitioners such as Adrian Pang, his wife Tracie Pang, and renowned 
Malaysian artist Sean Ghazi, who was very well-mannered and willing to 
share about his experiences. This made me realised that the arts can affect 
us even in a casual setting when one is just chatting,” he shared. 
 
Appreciation for the arts: Shafiq Haziq Suderman has emerged from his 
protective shell, thanks to the arts, and has gained the strength to take to the 
stage in musicals. 
 


