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Son of BDB member obtains first-class honours in music 
 
To hold a graduation scroll in his hands, and to have achieved a first-class 
honours degree, was something guitar instructor Mr Mas Iskandarshah 
Masron did not envision. 
 
What he had set out to do though was to become a musician who is as good, 
if not better, than his father Masron Ali, who was a trumpet player in the 
legendary, local band Black Dog Bone. Iskandarshah understood his father’s 
wish for him to be a pilot and aimed high. His dreams of making a difference 
to Singapore’s music scene has now become a reality, following his recent 
academic achievements at LASALLE College of the Arts. 
 
The founding member of music institutions School of Rock, and Academy of 
Rock Singapore, shared: “My father’s earnestness at performing inspired me 
so when I began earning my own keep by managing music gigs and teaching 
youths, I thought that was enough.  
 
However, I soon realised I could not fully explore new employment 
opportunities, particularly at international music institutions, because I did not 
have the necessary academic qualifications. I therefore decided to set aside 
my fears of going back to school and continue my education. Even though my 
father has passed on and is no longer around, my promise to him to be the 
best has now been fulfilled.” 
 
The story continues on page 13. 
 
Fulfilling his father’s dreams by flying high with music 
 
As the English adage goes ‘life begins at 40’, and for Singaporean musician 
Mas Iskandarshah Masron, this rings true. He was the mature age of 40 years 
old when he received his BA(Hons) Music degree at LASALLE’s recent 
convocation ceremony. 
 
From having to halt his job as a guitar instructor and night performer in order 
to devote attention to his studies, to sitting through exams even though 
afflicted with the measles, the son of legendary trumpet player, Masron Ali, 
was grateful for this long and winding journey. 
 
In fact, not once has Iskandarshah’s drive faded. Many would call him a 
veteran but to him, the 25 years of experience he had amassed from the 
music scene, which included representing Singapore as regional champion at 
the Global Battle of the Bands 2015 in Berlin, was not enough for him to 
adequately share his expertise at the international level. 
 
As explained by the father of two, young children: “I’ve never thought hard 
about the direction of my art and was simply satisfied with getting paychecks 
for my performances. When I met a fellow musician who was avidly pursuing 
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his studies even at a mature age, I was taken aback and realised then as to 
why my employment opportunities were so limited. 
 
“The management of international music schools would acknowledge my vast 
industry involvement but when they look at my academic qualifications, they’d 
take pause because all I had was a Diploma in Interior Design from LASALLE, 
and it had nothing to do with music. 
 
“It has always been my dream to teach at an international music institution but 
time and again, it’ll be thwarted due to my lack of a recognised, music degree. 
Praise be to God for what I’ve achieved at LASALLE as I’m now able to fulfill 
my promise to my late father. 
 
“He would often remind me of his dream for me to be a pilot, but I would only 
smile as that career is long beyond me, given my age. Nevertheless, what I 
was certain of was my ability to fly high like a pilot, within the field of music, as 
there was where my strength layed.” 
 
Iskandarshah, the youngest of three brothers, described his father as a 
musical genius who had inspired both him and his brothers to pursue creative 
careers – one as a music engineer, and the other as an architect. Masron Ali 
passed away in 2015 after a battle with lung cancer. 
 
Iskandarshah was also grateful for his wife, Ms Zulyana Abdul Aziz, 33 years 
old, who had given him much support to pursue his dreams. As a pre-school 
teacher, she is currently studying for an Advanced Diploma in Early Childhood 
Education to match her husband’s recent skills upgrade. Outside of music and 
teaching, the couple also run an events management company, Zuska 
Zayfran Pte Ltd. 
 
“We encourage each other, and take the time to synchornise our study 
schedules so that we do not neglect our responsibilities to our children,” he 
shared. 
 
“I tried to continue working as a music teacher and performing music gigs at 
night, but eventually found that I was unable to cope when assignments at 
LASALLE started piling up. During this period when I was a full-time student, 
we had to better manage our finances, and she was very understanding. 
 
“She also has a knack for identifying my weaknesses. There was once I was 
disappointed when I received a low grade for a performance module because 
I thought I had it in me to deliver, given my experience. Seeing me 
disheartened, she tried to encourage me and patiently explained that perhaps 
I should re-focus my priorities and take the lecturer’s feedback into my stride. 
On her advice, I modified my performance and it eventually paid off. 
 
“Understandably, I have not been in a classroom for many years and have 
become ‘rusty’ in many aspects. To better the quality of my writing and study 
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habits, I would thus regularly meet up with my lecturers for help. I remember 
vividly the number of revisions I’d to make to my thesis because I wasn’t able 
to gather sufficient evidence to back up the premise I was discussing.”  
 
Iskandarshah’s thesis evaluated the finger-picking technique of guitar playing 
as it accompanied the beat of a drum. It was inspired by countless hours of 
observation into Nuno Bettencourt’s casual strumming. 
 
“Nuno of Boston rock band, Extreme, is my favourite guitarist. When they 
were on tour in Singapore, my wife gifted me with tickets to meet and greet 
with Nuno himself. I recorded several clips of his performances during then 
but sadly, these could not be used as reference material for my thesis due to 
academic rigour,” he shared. 
 
His message to young musicians: “It is not wrong to long for recognition and a 
standing ovation while on stage, but music isn’t just about glamour. If we are 
to be serious about our artistic pursuits, we should seek knowledge in order to 
become artists who can value-add and contribute back to society.” 
 
Adding value to art: Even though he has 25 years of experience in music 
and has even gone to Berlin for a global competition, Iskandarshah Masron 
(left) felt that his musical journey lacked depth. Obtaining a Bachelor of Arts in 
Music, with First-Class Honours, was his way of deepening his knowledge for 
music. He is seen performing with Mr Mohammad Hassan (right) at the 
Esplanade’s Outdoor Theatre. 
 
Masron Ali: Pictured is the late Masron Ali, trumpet player of the legendary, 
local band Black Dog Bone. He was and continues to be a source of 
inspiration for his son, Mas Iskandarshah, to pursue his ambitions. 
 


