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A booth at an

toxtiles recycling
progeamme. An
online survay of
4,097 Singapore
respondents by
research agency
YouGov in 2017
found that

73 per cent had
thrown away
clothes in the
past year while
34 per cent
had discarded
an item after
wearing it enly
once, PHOTO
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Eco nightmare of today’s
throwaway fashion

Thisis the last of 12 primers on current
affairsissues that are part of the outreach
programme for The Straits Times-Ministry
of Education National Current Affairs Quiz

AngYiying

The Japanese company that owns
Uniglo and(l(h(‘r clothing brands

i whenfish ingest them,

A 2017 report by the
International Union for
Conservation of Nature found that
one of the chief sources of primary
micraplastics entering the oceans
isthe washing of synthetic textiles
- suchas polyester or nylon which
are made from chemicals -
resulting in plastic microtibres
entering waterways.

Bt even fabrics from a natural
fibre such as cotton come with

Ravea last month of
anew technology toreduce the
amount of water used to give jeans
a“womin"look.

Itis among greener moves by
fashion businesses in an industry
increasingly serutinised for its.
environmental impact - from the
consumption of resources,
pollution arising from the

Ko\luclmn process and
-yond, o the creation of
clothing waste.

The United Nations launched the
UN Alliance for Sustainable

al costs, Coeton, for
instance, is water-intensive,
The water footprint of a product
is calculated by adding up the

unseenwater - aconceptknownas -

“virtual water” - required 1nr c\rr\
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About the Big Quiz

|ournalists from The Smms

Uiz

news and the against

© cent eotton
: breakdown,one to nwc)v:nre {ur

i The fashion industry itsclfis
: pa

£ polm\doul that texcile re
- consumes energy and requires
¢ separating items by fabric typeand

The Pulse of the Fashion Industry

+ 2009 Update conchuded that
- fashion companies “are not

implementing sustainable

© solutions fast enough to
© counterhalance the neg;
© environmental and soc
- ofthe np{dly growing fashion
< industry”.

© WHATISINTHE WAY?

¢ Challengesaboand, from the
: production chain to the clothes’

ve
limpacts

“endoflife".

¢ MsCirce Henestrosa, head of the
: Schoolof Fashion at LaSalle College
© ofthe Arts, said: "Retailers

outsource most of theie

 manufacturing to factories that

they don't own. So sustainable

¢ pracesses in the production chain
¢ aredifficult totrack

Sume non-governmental groups
have been pushing for fashion
companles to take greater

¢ ownership and responsibility for

: the manufacturing process through
- tracking and asking for greater

© (ransparency.

One such group, Fashion

¢ Revolution, publishes a

transparency index of' the biggest

¢ fashionbrands, with 200 n this
¢ yearsupdate.

Thereis alsothe issueof dealing

+ withunwanted garmens. Reusing
¢ orrepurposing them iseasier than
© recycling, which is not as efficient
¢ aproce

epublic Polytechnic's Me Kong
reling

loches made up of
ics - for instance, 3

¢ mixed percentage of cotton and
: polyester - also make separation
- hard, hesaid.

“Sclentifically, there are existing

- enzymatic and hydrothermal
: methods that can be employed to

separate most of the blended
Fabrics, However, the problem is

¢ that there is noone standard

Financial costs play a part too,

Ms Semun Ho, chief executive
© officerof the local Textlle and
F.lshl(wl | ederation, saidthata

whichadopts

¢ gmcmr practicesora company

: product pricesor if they are
bsorbed b th

i wooland 2 7 ¢ which

i polyesters, whichis pot i y-acquired prod

: synthetic polymers. ¢ Incurhigher production cosss.

i “The costs can be passed to the
- ARECHANGES AFOOT? : consumer, leading to increased

aid

it would

ye 3
Dr Lee Kyung Mi, course chair of
diploma in apparel design a

misinformation and disinforma-
ton. as well asan ex.\mlmllun of

merchandisingat Temasek

 Polytechnic School of Deslgn, sald

Times have be
buming questions and um*llng
Singaporean  perspectives on
complex issues in a 12-parc
primer series that began in April

3 bocders a
parmu In today's globalised
vorld.
For the second year, The Big
Quiz will be online, allowing pre-

in the Oy tion,
The themes and topics in the  in the curre:
primer pieces are part of the out-

reach by The Straits Times-Min-
istry of Education National Cus-
rent Affairs Quiz, ot The Big Quiz,
which aims to promote an under-
standingof kocal and global issues
qul(:ngptr'um:'ﬂsil‘z students,

university suulrnu 10 take part

alsotaughtin

© comeat the expense of a Jower
¢ margin,”sheadded,

© WILLCONSUMERS ACT?
: Supply isone side of the equation,

i curriculum, adding: “Sustainabil
© isakey issue andone of the biggest
in the fashion indh

¢ consumers whosay they care about

¥

: today.”

Apumnx numtrr ofclothing
joined the

over three quiz rounds, the first
of which began on April 15, The
final round started last Monday,
on|uly29,
Students may attempt The Big
Quizonline at huep:/ /str.sg/ozL)
lhc pmm"r picces have been

stageol thep

Al&(.,palw! I\anmuuld h.we
used 10,850 litres of virtual water,
while 2 250g T-shirt would have
used 2.720litres, based on a 2005
report The Water Footprine of
Cotton Consumprion.

GONE TOWASTE

Fashion in March toadd

Forallthe ded and

related to the cloching
indusery.

These include the industry
contributing 8 to 10 per cent of the
world’s greenhouse gas emissions
and 20 per cent of industrial waste
water poliution worldwide,

And as governments and
environmental groups are tackling
plastic waste and plastic poliution,
microplastics from synthetic
textiles has also emerged asa
problem.

Microplastics, which are plastic
particles less than Smm in size,
areconsidered particalarly
problematic because their
minuscule size makes them hard to

llution created, clothes may n
Im Jongin atypical wardrabe.

The lowest-priced garments
could be tossed out after seven
or eight wears. indicated 2 2016
report by consulting firm
McKinsey & Comp

A 2017 online survey of 4,097

da ce Aprill

rary lssues, such as the impact of
aruficial intefligence on jobs and
the workplace.

They Include the Issue of fake

i during non-peak seasons. Ahauh

and Lndloday,

The programme is jointly or
ganised by The Stralts Times and
the Ministry of Education.

¢ morethan

Zcmtmch.ugcornazarmu
Chemicals, a coalition aiming o do

 awaywith the useof harmtul
¢ chemicals In their supply chain

Sinceitstarted in 2011 with six

may not voee with

 theirwallets.

n March this year of

¢ close 103,000 consumers in Brazil,
¢ China, France, the United States

and Britain by the Bostan

¢ Consulting Groupshowed the gap.

While 75 per centof those

£ surveyed viewedsuscainabiiey

- brands, ith 1o Y ; as's

 brandsand recailers backed by

parner organisations in the value

chain, such as suppliersof textiles,
Jeatheror chemicals,
Atleast 127 retalle d brands,

i Associate Professor 5hamn N
f

:mh\hmm(ml\'/p cent treated
© itasakeypurchasing criterion,

Asked about local consumers,

¢ along with more than 1300
: suppliers and manuda

cturersand

H ((1hnulugun|Lnl»\“ml\'5
¢ Nanyang Business School,

S, areon
boardthe Better Cotton Initiative

: which trains cocton farmers on

¢ MacArthur

The New2U Thrift Shop run by

{ theSingapore ComcllofWomen's

()rgammumeqm it did not track

mmpcrwntmcL hees o RAPOTE & ] 219,800
h price tags, S © tonnes of texelles i
: manager Paul Chay. : lastyear, with only 6 per cent

recycled, based on National

: Environment Agency data,

"Though Singapore incinerates

ations

i buthad noticedan Inm asein the

Singapore

T by research |

quantity general.

agency YouGov 7aper
centhad thrown away clothes in
the pastyear while 34 per cent had
discarded an item after wearing it
onlyonce.

Local charity-run thrift shopsare
eiving end teo.
vation Army Red Shield

ies said clothing made up

the bulk of its in-kind donations,

i second lease of life, m

i orleftatalandfi y

Denise

 Balhetchetsald" quiteanumber”of
¢ clothes came with price tags
: atached

While donated clothes geta
ﬂnl'.mhw
1

aste and takesthe ashes to

§ thelandfil. <ame countries beave
© dothes to degrade in landfifls.

The amount of time taken for
cloches to break down in alandfil
dependson the material, or

: combination of materials, and its
¢ molecular make-up, said Republic

Polytechnic’s School of Applied

Workdwide, a garbage truck

. worthof clothes is incinerated

econd,

chair

ate more

: pr:gmall( Though they do care
© about being environmentally

practices friendly, other considerations such
and for s ¢ aspri o the
“better cotton”, £ pmdumsmymwuidr
Anumber of inter

H mrh.\\ll&Mhavvmllrduuldlﬂrn H
weh a :

Amindset hiftabout
may be needed from

taunching eco-friendly clothes
ranges - which use sustainably

 madeor recycled materials -

© and seetingup collection points
¢ for consumers’ unwanted

© garments tosend for reuse or

¢ recycling,

Yerthe paceof change may not

be I'.!slcnwg!\.bascdun.m annual

i lhumwr

Fashion Revolutions country

¢ coordinator {(-r\mg.lpm
+ Ms Laura Francols,
+ whatyou really need.
¢ ‘second-hand version first. Ifyou

can’t find it, buy it new and opt for

{ companies that are committed 10
i ethical puukvs and produce

sustalnability and governance

“Andﬂmll\‘ wear it and take care

¢ ofitforas longas you can."

remove from oceans and they can
alsoenter the fead chain

which averages 10 tonnes daily

i saida 2017 report by the Eflen

: (worklearn programmes) : strategyby the Global Fashion
: Jeremy Kong, ¢ Agenda and Sustainable Apparel
Hi vary from two lition, along with the Boston
ks tofive forionper 1 G rou)

i ayyling@spheomsg

IheSingaporePerspective
Ways to fight
clothing waste

Local schools teaching fashion
such as Lasalle College of the Ars' |

School of Fashion and Temase

Polytechnic’s School of Design say ¢
that sustainability is part of their :
curriculum, Some businesses and

groups in Singapore are abso trying
to make fashion moee eco-triendly
and to combat clothing waste.

| FASHION INDUSTRY
I » The Textile and Fashion

Federatlon runs The Bridge

Fashion Incubator programme . ©

help fashion and fashion-tech
businesses witha focus on
design, technology and
sustainability. Federation chief

businesses such as Style Theory
and Styke Lease and clothes
swopping servicessuch as The
Fashion Pulpit have emerged

here, These newer models of
businesses provide an alternative
tabuying clothes

Global retailer H&M collects

solutions that becter manage and
ctinventory, rechinking
traditional business models and
scrutinising the way fashion
value and supply chainsoperate
today, we hope to create a more

whicharesent1o1:00,a
company which recycies used
textiles and shoes. In Singapore,
H&M has 19 collection bins
actoss 10 stures, rhc.lmnumul

i+ Wing Tai Retail started an

ongoing collaboration with the
Waorld Wide Fund for Nature

reusingand recyeling,

« Seudents Against Violation of the

Singapore in March to collect Earth, a National University of
" hrough gapore {NUS) envi |
than 50 collection pok group, runs the Groen Wardrobes

acrossits brands bere suchas
Dorothy Perkins and Topshop.
The textiles will be reused or
recycled,

GREENEFFORTS

« Local textiles recycling firm
Greensquare, whichwas
established in 2017,

mm .\nn d,

ly conscion
fature,”

¢ = Inrecent years, clothing rental

lhe)u;us.
rnm.zuamnnmnzm.nu
174.61 tonnes lase year, said Ms
Wong Xin-Yi, ||svus|amah|h|v
manager for South-cast Asia,

collect cloches for reuse and
recycling, [testimates it will
collect 120 tonnes this year. It
also does education oatreach and
promotes the 3Rs - reducing,

programme where unwanted
clothes collected on campus are
sent for textile recycling. Since its
startin 2003, ithas collected
more than 18 tonnes.

« Anewermovement, Conscious
Living Collective, byagroupof io
Yale-NUS Colkege students,
tackles clothing waste by
collectingunwanted clothes
from thesr peers and organising
pop-up thriftstores.

Ang Yiying
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