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Tremble, Tremble!

INSIDE the Pavilion of Ireland at the 57th Venice Biennale, an installation created onsite
using high-definition video images charmed and left a profound impression upon its
audience. This multimedia presentation, named Tremble Tremble, is now in Singapore.

Jesse Jones, the Irish artist hailing from Dublin, is known for her performances, imagery
and sculptures. Finding her inspiration this time from the history of feminism and the
legislation against women, as well as the witch archetype, she presented her ideas in a
mixed media installation experience — an ever-changing elemental atmosphere within
which a large flowing piece of fabric seemed to embrace visitors as they are
simultaneously left shaken by video projections and strange murmurs. The intermittent
flickering of lights, the echoes of sound, the haunted movement of a group of dancers
across the gallery — it is as if one is right in the centre of a "movie".

The installation has its roots in a labour force wage movement in Italy during the 1970s,
during which time women chanted, "Tremble, tremble, the witches have returned!"
Jones returned power to these women by likening them to witches, the recognised
female archetype who has the ability to change reality. Her intention with this exhibition
was to explore topics such as the exercising of power, national legislative organisations
and the will of the people.

When Jones took up an artist residency at LASALLE College of the Arts in July and
August, she was drawn to the works of the school's Irish founder, Brother Joseph
McNally, as well as objects Singaporeans used to connect the past and the present
during Hungry Ghost Festival celebrations.

The result of her experience can be found in a dose of local flavour injected into this
iteration of Tremble Tremble at LASALLE, which is also one of the exhibits under the
College’s McNally Legacy Project - Celebrating Contemporary Art.

Photo: Tremble Tremble is on showcase at Gallery 1 of the Institute of Contemporary
Arts Singapore at LASALLE College of the Arts (1 McNally Street) from now until 28
January next year. Exhibition viewing is available on Tuesdays to Sundays from 12
noon to 7 pm (closed on Mondays and public holidays). Admission is free. The
installation will travel to Ireland next, as part of its exhibition tour.
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